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McCool, McNiece, Johnston, Weir, Backhouse, Morton families

THE JOHNSTON FAMILY OF AGHAGASKIN AND ALLIED FAMILIES

The difficulties of Irish research are well documented. The explosion at the Four Courts
complex at the beginning of the Irish Civil War in 1922 destroyed much of the archival
heritage of the island, thus making lIrish research particularly difficult. The mst
significant loss was the destruction of the census returns for the period 1821851.1 The
1821 census was one of the earliest carried out in Europe and had it survived intact would
have been of enormougelp to make a link rightback into the eighteenth centuryz The
practical limits of research in Ireland are determined almost entirely by the survival of
local church registers. Although much work has been done to repair the archival heritage
of the island the loss of census and testamentary returns in particulanake the task of
family research a real challenge for the genealogist in Ireland. Thus, when contacted by
Denise Quay whose forbears emigrated to Australia, to research her ancestry in the period
before civil registration, | was prepared for the challenges thday ahead. Denise had some
information that her ancestors were from County Londonderng

Death certificate of Benjamin Johnstone, Australia
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Victorian vital records are much more detailed than their Irish counterpartsthe death
certificate (Death Registration: Victorian Government. Registry of Births, Deaths and
Marriages, Death Registration Number 549 / 1895, Benjamin Johnstone death 1929 in
Bendigo Victoria Australia, son of Benjamin and Betsgyrevealed that Benjamin
Johnstone died 11 Jan 1895 aged 65 (giving him a birth date of ¢. 1829) son of Benjamin
Johnstone and Betsy McCull of Londonderry, Ireland. Benjamin junior was married to Jane
McNease in a unknown location.# Armed with this information we were soon able to
locate the marriage of Benjamin Johnstone to Jane McNiece in Castledawson Presbyterian
church, providing us with a place of origin in Ireland.

Marriage Castledawson Presbyterian Church,1854
7 0l el e

1 The returns for the period 1861-1891 were pulped during the Great War much to the chagrin of
genealogists and archivists alike.

2 The recent discovery of the 1821 census for the parish of Forkhill, County Armagh in the vaults of the local
Church of Ireland parish church gave great impetus and encouragement of local historians in the area.

3 Denise has an avid interest in family history and made great strides in uncovering source material in
Australia that provided vital clues that supported the search in Ireland [vital records of births, marriages

and deaths in Australia generally contain mae information than the Irish equivalent].

4 The children are also listedncluding those deceased.

5 MIC 1P/90/1 Castledawson Presbyterian Church registers
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Married Castledawson Presbyterian 24 February 1854 Benjamin Johnston aged
years bachelor, labourer of Killineese son of Benjamin Johnston, farmer to Jane McN¢
aged 21 years, spinster of Toberheadlaughter of John McNiece, farmer: x both mag
mark: Witnessesz Robert Carr & James(?).

Documentary evidence of births, marriages, deaths are the pivotal records that provide
the building blocks for family research. The marriage corroborated the evidence from the
death certificate confirming that Benjamin Johnston was born c¢. 1829 and Jane Miece
his wife c. 1833. In additionwe now had that vital clue necessary for progressing in Irish
genealogyz townland of origin. The key to unlocking family history in Ireland is to locate
the townland of origin of the family and locate the sources for the area that reveals the
surnames d the locality. | have found this to be the most effective methodaly for
unlocking family history.6 Place is central to making progress since the land records are
an effective means of uncovering additional vital information, especially in the period
before civil registration. Landless relations are much more difficult to traceThose who
were cottiers, labourers even weavers can really only be traced in the period before civil
registration if church records are extant for they are unlikely to be found in estate rentals
and other land records.

Many hourswere spent digging in the archivegouring over church registers, gravestone

inscriptions, registry of deeds, extant wills, O.A.P returns, tithes books, estate records

j 3A1 OA0OOG8 AT A 6ET O1T AOOGSE AOOAOAOGQh puwop AAT OGO
revision books. The research was edred on several townlands in the south Derry area

within the confines of Maghera and Magherafelt civil parishes.

The search had uncovered that Bgamin Johnston had been borrin the townland of
Aghagaskinin the parish of Magherafeltand that his mother was Jane Weir of Ballynogher
and not Betsy McCull as recorded othe death certificate. It waslater discovered that
Besty McCull or McCoélwas the moher of Jane McNeice so there was some confusion in
the oral history amongst descendantén Australia.®

Benjamin Johnstorwas born around 1828 z paternal Johnstonof Aghagaskin maternal
Weir of Ballynogher. His wife was Jane McNeice: her paternal liMcNeice and maternal
line z McCool, Backhouse, Morton all of ToberheadThese townlands are close to
Castledawson.

AghagaskiDAOEOE 1 £ - ACEAOAZEAT O ET OEA 0,5 1T & -ACE
BallynockerzDAOEOE 1 £ - ACEAOAZAT O ET OEA 0,5 1T &£ -ACE
ToberheadzD AOEOE | £ - ACEAOA ET OEA 0,5 1 &£ -ACEAOAZA
Castledawsory parish of Magherafelt in the PLU of Magherafelt

6 Especially if a perpetuity lease was taken out on the land.

7 The vast majority of research was conducted in PRONI, now a wortthss facility. | also spent a day in

GRONI, and travelled to Dublin to Registry of Deeds in Henrietta Street where | uncovered several family

deeds.

8% EUAAAGE O" AOGOUS -A#ilil xAO I AOOEAA OxEAA EEOOO O *1 EI
was a litigious character and as a result records have survived throwing additional light on the families of

McNeice; Backhouse and Morton. The MortdRapers in PRONI D4480 opened a window of light into these

families in the early decades of the nineteenth century. In addition a Morton pedigree in Ballyknocker back

to seventeenth century.

9 The accuracy of the information provided on parents was dependent on knowledge of the informant.

10 PLU: Poor Law Union a land subdivision created in nineteenth century that provided a
workhouse for the regional poor.
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Standardisation of surnames

The spelling of surnames provide an added difficulty to ish research.In the period
before civil registration, many names were spelt phonetically and there vgano set
methodology. The genealogist and local historian needs to take this into consideration
when conducting research. Government surveys such as Griffiths Valuation and the
onset of civil registration provided the impetus which had the consequence of
standardising the spelling of surnames.

7EITEAT -A" ZAA ET EEO AgGAAI T AT O #3$ 211 O02A0AA0
makes the followingilluminative and informed statements based upon his experience of
data-basing thousands of surnames:

O6Not surprisingly, the spelling of surnames in
within and between documents over the centuries. The names in these documents were
entered by various officials and there is some evidence to suggest that thisdgidnal

spelling of surnames, particularly in the earlier sources. Certainly, the spelling of surnames
had become more standardised by the time of the Griffith's Printed Valuation of 1858/59.
Remember too, that the originals of the seventeestturyHearth Money Rolls and the
eighteentkcentury Religious Returns were destroyed in the 1922 Four Courts fire. The only
sources we now have are transcripts of those originals and many of these are typed,
suggesting that they are probably a transcript afaascript. Let's not forget that the

databases are further transcripts! In transcription it is relatively easy to mistake an "e" for an
"a" or an "r" for an "n" and so on. o0

6Sur names i-cantus/ sourees Weeeavritterhdown by officials who, if they were

not familiar with the spelling of a surname, spelt it phonetically in a way that made sense to
them. For example, McGoldrick can be spelt as Megolrake, McCandlelsBcamdlass,

Ewing as Youing, Brewster as Broséerd so on.However, the greatest problem with names

in early sources is the fact that the spellings of some surnames in these documents are
completely different from their modern equivalents e.g. in earlier documents Alexander often
appears as McCalsenar McElsinord

In addition those with Gaelic Irish surnames there was often a process of anglicanisation
which sometimes rendered a complete change to the name (examples McGowan to
Smith; McCrory to Rogers, McGalier to Green are just some examplgs

Johnsbn: Jonston, Johnson, Johnstpdohnstone.

Weir: Wier, Weer.

McCool:Macool,McCowl. McHowl, McCoul, McCoole.
McNeice:McNice, McNiece, Maneesklaniece, McNeece, McNease.
Backhouse: Bachouse, Baccus, Bacchus.
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THE ARCHIVES

PRONI is the leading archive for records for Ulster counties and now a wortdiass facility
located in the Titanic quarter in Belfast. The great variety of records held in PRONI is its
strength. The key to Irish research is the location of townland and pta. Much of the
research effort consisted in locating source material pertaining to the townland rather
than the surname. The land records often reveal the surnames under investigation.

THE REGISTRY OF DEEDS ARCHIVE

I have found the Registry of Deeds to be a particularly rich resource for those families
that held land but not everyone used the facility since it was not compulsory to register
land transactions. Nevertheless, once registered, a deed provided a degre&eghl
protection that was attractive to even people of fairly modest means.

A lease of perpetual renewal guaranteed occupation of the farfihe renewable three

life lease was in reality agrant in perpetuity so long as the tenant wished to renew it.
Initially when a lease was taken out three lives were inserted [often the children of
some of the lessees are named]. A fine usually equal to half of the annual rent was paid
on each life. Theeafter new lives could be inserted forever to replace each life as it
expired. Again, a fine of half the rent had to be paid for each new life. In effect this
provided a degree of real security for the tenanPerpetuity leaseholders were free to
sublet the property, or part of it, to a third party; this was known as a sulease. The

third party became an undertenant, paying rent to the leaseholder, who continued to
pay rent to the landlord.

| began a systematic search of the Registry of Deeds using both the names index and the
land index for the townland of Aghagaskin, Toberhead, Ballynogher.

William Conolly, the original landlord of the Bellaghy estate granted several perpetuity
leases on the estate in 1734 and as a result these farmers received large tracts of land;
some gained whole townlands. More perpetuityleases were granted on the estatin 1784

and 1803. The Conolly family was an emerging political dynastgnd perpetuity
leaseholders were guaranteed the vote and therefore expected to support the landlord at
election time. Thomas Conolly, the great nephew of speaker Conolly was encumbered by
debt, hence the granting of perpetuities in 1784 and 1803; thesedses could generate a

lot of capital up-front but rents tended to be fixed, which was a disadvantage fro the

1 ATAT T OA8 3PT OOxTI T A xOl OA O 4ET méidgléases T 1 1 U pw
in perpetuity to that part of your estate not let in perpetuity by the late Mr Condlly Hence,

the Backhouse, McCool and allied families were able to avail of valuable perpetuity leases

iIT OEA 6ET O AOOS ) OEOE AOOAOA AO "All1 AcCEUS
4EA 7AEO 1T AAOGA x Aidfor@ AxBdaeknddndthisieade Avds le€§SE A O
valuable because it was not necessarily renewed by the landlord so there was less

security with this kind of lease.

11 TCD 3980/1396
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Ancestors of Benjamin Johnston

Benjamin Jane
Johnston Weir
1802 - 187 1796 - 187

Benjamin Jane
Johnston |—] McNeice
1828 -189 1831 - 189

Ancestors of Jane McNeice

John Elizabeth
McNeice McCool
1791 -183 1792 -

Jane Benjamin
McNeice 1 Johnston
1831 -189 1828 - 189|

Denise had made it cleaduring the course ofour correspondencethat she wasinterested

in developing a family pedigree of her Irish ancestryThegiven task was to uncover the
history of Johnstones of Aghagaski# Weirs of Ballynocker; McNieces and McGas of
Toberhead The latter was a most interesting line andve were able to trace the McCool
family backto the seventeenth century irthe townland of Toberhead?!3 The maternal line

of Elizabeth McCool was a Quaker family by the name of Backhouse. In additioa
discovered that the McCools were early Quakers in the area and indeed the original family
home in Toberhead was used as a Quaker meetihguse as early as 16954 Quaker
records are generally well kept and allowed us to trace both the McCool and Backhouse

24ee0 AAIEI U CAOA OEA TAI A O *TETOOITA8O0 EEIT ET !
B4eAU O1T1T EAOA 1 A&O OEAEO EI PAAO 11 OEA 11 AAT O1 B ¢
47T AAOEAAA AT A OEAOA EO A1 O -A#111A80 O1T AA TAI AA AA
1“7EI T EAT %A1 O1T AoiTh O! *1 O0O0TAlI 1T &£ OEA |, EAAR 40AO0AI C

of that Worthy Elder, and faithful Servant of Jesus Christ, William Edmunson, Dublin, 1715, p.
154. Known as the Irish Hammer, William Edmundson (16271712) is cansidered to be the
founding father of Quakerism in Ireland.
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families into the seventeenth century. That they werearly Quaker families does indicate
roots in the north of England where Quakerism was strongest and had its origins. | have
uncovered no direct evidence that the Johnston, Weir or McNeice families were Quakers.
Rather they appear to have been Presbyterian (and occasionally Episcopalian) and have
their origins in Scotland and came as part of that flow of emigrants during the plantation
of Ulster in the seventeenth century.

The joy of discovery was shared across the globe by regular correspondence by email. We
also shared a memorable meal in Belfast when Denise stopped off in the city during a
cruise. Encouraged by our successes and in the breaking open of new ground it was
envisaged that some form of family history could be written up and perhaps published for
posterity. Irish genealogy is difficult but not impossible. It is, however, a labour intensive
project and requires a skilful methodology to unlock family origins, especially in the
period before civil registration.

This family history report will follow the chronological order in which | carried out the
research:

Johnston

Weir

McNieces®é

McCool

McCool

Morton

The families all resided in the civil parishes of Maghera or Magherafelt in the barony of
Loughinsholin, County Derry on the contiguous townlands of Aghagaskin, Ballyknocker
and Toberhead All lie on the boundary between the two parishes in question with
Toberhead as the most southerly townland in Maghera parish thus bordering
Magherafelt. These are rural locations situated between several small urban centfés
Magherafelt to the south; Castledawson to the east; Desertmartin to the west and also
Tobermore and Maghera to the northwest. Maghera lies furthest from this rural
landscape therefore Magherafelt would be the largest urban centre and market town in
the vicinity in the early nineteenth century. Since the primary activity of rural Ireland
was farming any trade or market activity would most likely have taken place in the
nearest market town.

In addition precise location is important to Irish genealogy in terms of identifying local
churches (and graveyards) where the families may have worshipped and conducted the
Christian rites of baptisms, marriages and burials. In terms of post civil registration
Magheafelt was the primary registration district where the civil events of births,
marriages and deaths were registered for our families in question. Civil registration of
all births, marriages and deaths in Ireand began 18648 In the period before

compulsory civil registration then one has to rely on extant church registers as the
primary source of family material and again this is subject to great variability depending
on parish history.

15 One prominent Quaker in the Toberhead meetingas Gervais or Jervais Johnstdout | have
found no evidence linking him to the Johnnston family of Aghagaskin.

16 This surname was problematic as so many surname variants and spellings (Manice; McNice;
McNise; McNeece; McNeese; Maniece; McNeice and so on)

17 These were either villages or small towns in the early nineteenth century. Ireland was largely a
rural and agricultural society at this time and the market town was important centre for local
farmers.

18 Protestant marriages were registered from 1845.
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MAP OF BARONIES AND CIVIL PARISHES IN COUNTY DERRY

BARONY OF
NORTH EAST
LIBERTIES

BARONY OF

BARONY OF REATACHTY
NORTH WEST
LIBERTIES BARONY OF

COLERAINE

BARONY OF
TIRKEERAN

BARONY OF
LOUGHINSHOLIN

As you can see both Maghera and Magherafelt are in the barony of Loughinsholihis

barony came into existence upon the creation of the new county of Londonderry in the

AAOI U OAOGAT OAAT OE AAT OOOU AT A xAO APDPAT AAA £EOI
to what was formerly county Coleraine to create the new county.
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THE LOCATION
The Barony of Loughinsholin

The SouthEastern part of Derry or the barony of Loughinsholinforms a distinct

geographical region of some twehundred square miles of varied and broken topography.

Isolation is and always has been one of the main characteristics of this area. In the early

seventeenth century, Loughinsholin was described by Sir ThonO OEEIT 1 EPO AO OOE
AAT CAOT OO0 DIl 1zAlas Ehe last Gaélit Arbndhdld and thus a real threat to

the Plantation of Ulster. Much of the barony had been covered in scrubby woodland or

forest in the pre-plantation period and its destruction throughout the seventeenth

century opened new agricltural vistas for settlement for the new immigrant class.

7EAT OEA ,TTATT #1101 PATEAO xAOA 1T £#EZAOAA OEA AT G
plantation, they insisted on having the barony of Loughinsholi@ppended as well (then
partof Tir/ x AT qh 11 AT OAO OAI POAA AU 4EI I A0 OEEIITED

especially in the great woods of Glenconkeyne and Killetra. Thus emerged the new county
of Londonderry. By the early decades of the eighteentletury most of the woodland
was gone (timber from Glenconkeyne was shipped across Lough Neagh to Belfast) and
this early clearance of woodland was the most significant single factor in the evolution of
the south SouthDerry landscape because it was in these clearings that agriculture took
root and settlements expanded.

In terms of human settlement the different terrains played a part in segregating the native
Irish from the new settlers. The former were to be found in the foothills and light gravel
soils in spots around the wide boglands.

By the end of the seventeenth century an influx of Scottish settlers had saturated the

townlands in the middle Moyola valley northwards to the Claudy rivebut their numbers

dropped sharply towards the bog strewn areas of Drumard, Rocktown, and Moyagall in

OEA AAT OOA 1T &£/ OEA 6ET O1 A0OOGSG AOOAOA8 "U pxtm "C
in Loughinsholin with about one-third of it concentrated in the parishes of Magherafelt,

Il OOAAh - ACEAOA AT A 4Ai 1 ACEO /86#O0EIT U8 . AOAOOE
minority in the barony of Loughinisland overall but they did occupy the better land.

Overall, south Derry had a scrubby boggy and watery appearance in the early eighteenth

century.

4ET I AO OEEITEDOS - 00
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THE JOHNSTONE FAMILY OF AGHAGASKIN & WEIR FAMILY OF BALLYNOCKER

Johnston was the most common surname in the parish of Magherafelt at the @nof

difficult to untangle the web of family ties in the period before civil registration. It did help
however, that we were dealing with a Johnston with a distinctive Christian name in
Benjamin2! This proved to bea useful marker in tracking down the family in the local
church records.

A systematic search of the relevant church records in the Magherafelt area was mgde
and uncovered four children baptised withfather named Benjamin Johnston all occurring
within the period 1828 to 1842 and therefore most likely the same family.

Magherafelt Church of Ireland registers.?®

1828
April 2 Benjamin of Benjamin Johnston, Aghagaskin, weaver

1834
Dec 10 Jas of Benj & Jane Johnston, Aghagaskin, farmer

Castledawson Presbyterian Church register$*

1839
Born 22 March baptised May 14 Henry of Benjamin Johnston & Jane Weir, Aghagaskin

1842
Aug 24 Mary daughter of Benjamin Johnston & Jane Weir of Glenmaquwils received
into the church by baptism, born March 28 1842

Christchurch Church of Ireland, Castledawson graveyard

20 Bjlly Macafeh #$h O4O0AAET C $ A OOUHaset dnki dnalydioOGriffithsivalluAtod T 0 0 8
which was carried out 1858 to 1859.

21 The Redferns were a prominent local family and used the Christian name Benjamin with frequency.

22 See Appendix One for copy of these records.

23 MIC1/1A

24 MIC 1P/190
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Two headstones are contained within one enclosure in Castledawson Church of
Ireland graveyard.

LEFT SIDE HEADSTONE:

JOHNSTON/WEIR

Erected by John Johnston in memory of John Weir who departed this life 6th March
1870 aged 85 years. Also William Weir died 1809, Ballynougher.

The above John Johnston, Tamnadace diedMBecember 1905.

Also John Johnston, Killyneese died"®ecember 1988 and his brother William James
died 19" January 1989.

Also their sisters Lillian Leota (Lily) died 234 September 2010.

Anna Mary McDowell nee Johnston died 20August 2011.

RIGHT SIDE HEADSTONE:

JOHNSTON: Erected in memory of Jane Johnston who departed this life 14th January
1874 aged 76 years and her husband Ben Johnston died January 18#A#l their son
William died January 1908. In loving memory of Annie Johnston died 20th April 1963
and her husband John Johnston son of William Johnston died 4th December 1972

Gravestone inscriptionscan oftenprovide one of the ilding blocks for family trees but
the some of the relationships orthese two headstones were difficult to untangleThose
who erected the headstones took for granted the relationships of those whose names
are inscribed but the intricacies of the relationships can often be lost through the mists
of time. Genealogy, as a discipline does requiadot of lateral thinking and | have sgent a
considerable time trying to discern the various relationships therein.

The headstone to our right in the picture is self explanatory, as ¢étrelationships are
explained.lt is the Weir/Johnston healstone that has led to someonfusion as inscribed
thereon we have Weir of Ballynoghe®, Johnston of Tamnadace and Johnston of
Killyneece. John Johnston of Killyneese died 1988 was the son of the John Johnston
named on the other headstone died 1972. An obvious lack of room on the second
tombstone provided an opportunity to use the space left on the Weir headstonie.

It was soon clear that the information provided on the Australian death certificate for
Benjamin Johnston was incorrect on the maternal line. Given location and naming
pattern | was sure we had uncovered thearrect baptismal record in Magherafelt

Church of Ireland and that the emigrant ancestor Benjamin Johnston was baptised there
2nd April 1828 son of Benjamin Johnston, a weaver from the townland of Aghagaskin.

The challenge now for the Johnston tree was to attempt to take the tree back one further
generation and identify other children of Benjamin Johnston by his wife Jane Weir.

Aghagaskin, occasionally recorded as Aughagaskin formed part of the manor of Sal on
OEA 3A1 OAOOS ) OEOE AOOAOAS

s/ 1A Agbl ATAOCETT &£ O OEA 7AEO EAAAOOITA EO OEAO " Al
two headstones within one plot.

26 That leaves us to explain the William Weir of Ballynocheand John Johnstone of Tamnadase on the first
headstone, which was a real conundrum, one which | will examinater with the Weir family tree.

10
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The Whistler family remained took control of the estate in 1627Géabriel Whistler was
granted a lease in 1699 for 99 years witmo fine and an annual rent of £10027 This
lease was acquired by Sir Robert Bateson who in 1753 was given a lease for 53 years
[the remainder of the original 99 year lease] at an annual rent of £500. In 1798 the
company relet to the Batesons for a further term to expire in 1853. The Batesons went
into partnership with the Londonderrys of Ards who also had lands in other parts of the
county, including the nearby estate of the Mercers. Bateson and Londonderry wished to
renew their lease [due to expire in 1853] but the Company refused. Instedlkey decided
to manage the estate themselves and appointed Andrew Spotswood as their agent at
£500 per annum. Spotswood had been agent for Bateson and Londonderry. The
Company undertook a substantial building programme both in the town of Magherafelt
andthe surrounding area. As well as providing public and commercial buildings, the
company made generous donations to the building of new churches on the estate. By the
end of the century the estate went the way of other estates in the county as the tenants
bought out their farms under the Land Purchase Acts.

27 He was the ancestor of James McNeill Whistler, the American painter

11
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LOCA'ION OF AGHAGASKINND BALLYNOGHER

LECUMRIER

Townlands between Moyda and Ballinderry Rivers,

MOYCLA RIVER ==

Ci LOUGH
LETTRTM BEG

DAWSON

CREAGH

DERRYGARVE
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RIVER

BANN
‘\MO‘IOL.»‘\ 4
RIVER

lough  Neagh

N BALT.INDERRY RIVER

Aghagsakin and Ballynocher both ligo the south of the Moyola river. This area was
woodland in the pre-plantation period z the old forest of Killetra. In the survey of 1591
this barony is written as Lochynisholin and described as containing Glenconkeyne and
Killytragh z clothed in dense wads. Tradition has it that one could walk from Magherafelt
to Coleraine on treetops and from Tobermoreto Lough Neagh. The forest had well nigh

disappeared by the middle of the eighteenth centup.

i ET
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OEA

inhabitants consist chiefly of Neales, the Hagans, the Mulhollands with the McCabhirs and

the Quinns are wholly those which had their absolute dependence upon Tyroneahis

28 Hill page 167
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hours.
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large passes needed to be cut through the woods for highways to improve

Al T 1 OTEAAGEITO AT A OAEAOU8S8 2A1 PE 7EEOOI AOh OEA
1635 was noted for his making and exportig pipe-staves in directcontravention of the

Articles. The planter population were a minority in this region in the seventeenth century

and vulnerable to attack from the Irish woodkerne. BothMagherafelt and Saltertown

were burnt and plundered during the 1641 rebellion and many of the inhabitants killed.

Mr Birket, the rector and the keeper of the castle at Salterstown escaped across the lake

in 1641 but they and their families subsequently died of starvation at Carrickfergu®

Many settlers claimed compensation for losses as a consequence of 1l6d 1 rebellion
including: Thomas Bacon, Gent of Dublin previously of Magherafeltskes included

house and cattle 12 May 1642Christopher Moore of Ballylenan£116; James Smith of
Moneymore, Gent in County Derry and Dublin, £276 and Ann Smith, his wife, Ann
Waltan, her servant and Susanna Wright, daughtén-law to said James, who were all
robbed and stripped; Robert Waring of Magherafelt, Gent, £658; Nedward Brere of
Aghlaghglaskin 30 Robert Redfern of Magherafelt, Tanner, £20, John Redferne, the elder
of Magherafelt, Gent, £833 and James Redferne of Cushdmny second son, £314 and

said James claimed for the loss of his brother; Charles Anthony of Bellaghy (cleric), £130
and £50 per annum; and the wife of William Camell of Bellaghy, husbandman, lost one
child and £150; Richard Whiteside of Desertmartin, Tarer, £80; Mary, widow of

William Chesman, pastor of Desertlyn, the loss £800; Anne Beeres of Drumré&hy.

By the mid-eighteenth century the old landscape was unrecognisable. The oak and ash

wouldnol TT CAO AT T ET AOGA OEA 1 AT AGAAPAwatfarmA 3 Al OA O«
had been carved out of the cleared area3he population was more mixed and the 1766

religious returns for the parish of Magherafeltreveals 628 families; 148 Established

Church; 274 Dissenter; 206 RG? Housing was of a poostandard in general. Of the forty

eight townlands surveyed onlyforty -nine houseswere described as in a tolerable state.

In the town of Magherafeltthere were thirty -two houses, twelveof which were cabins.

The area was pimarily a rural society and mostpeople were dependent onagriculture

for subsistence. Thirtysix townlands were described as consistig of scrubby brushwood

so there was stillroom for agricultural improvement in the area.

By this stage our Johnston family were well established in Aghagaskin

Survey of early Johnstons in Loughinsholin Barony:
The muster roll for 3 AT OAOO8 A 65 AdD Aurvigetis3 Ap @xamination of the
seventeenth century summonistercourt rolls for county Londonderry34 reveals a cluster
of Johnston families in the parish of Desertlyn includingAndrew Johnston 1656; Robert
Johnston 1657; Edward Johnston 1657; Wm Johnston 1638.addition Walter Johnston

29 Maitland, W. H 1916History of Magherafelf p7

30 This is the earliest reference to a settler in Aghagaskin that | have uncoverddr Edward Bryars was
seneschal of Magherafelt in 1658/%eference: T 808/15130 Summonister court rolls, Co. Londonderry.

31T716/10

32«1 OOT Al 1T £ OEA 31 O0OE $ A ®énd 180 Cerdy Adpedisioi Locall AEAOUR 031
Landscapes, Colum Barton p. 13.

BB$ATEAT *TETOOIT 1EOCOAA 11T 1TAAOAU $OAPAOGE AiiIPATU [ OOOA
34 7808/15130
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resided in Bellagh
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The summonister records clearly indicate that the hearth money rolls under represent
the numbers of people resident in the area in 1663 as we find onfgur Johnston families
listed in the whole of the barony of Loughinsholin3s

Andrew Johnston, Brackagh, Lissan

*TET *TEIT OOI 61T AR $00i C
James Johnstowne, Carmean, Desertlyn

James Johnstoun, Mullagh, Termoneeny

4EA pxtm 0071 OAOGOAT O EI OOGAET T AAROOS OAOOOT Oh xEE
survey gives fortyfour heads ofhouseholds named Johnston in the early eighteenth

century in the same area. The following is a breakdown of parish and numbers of

households headed by a Johnston in 1740.

Maghera 9; Lissan 9; Magherafelt 6; Desertlyn 3; Ballyscullion 4; Tamlaght
$AOAOOI AOOET un 4Ai 1 ACEO /8#0EIT U ¢n

The 1766 religious returns are extant for only a few parishes in the barony of
Loughinsholin and there are twentyfour Johnston heads of household as follows:

| Ballynascreen 1; Desertmartin 7; Artrea 4; Desertlyn 1; Magherafelt 12. |

The Johnston family under investigation resided in Aghagaskin in the parish of
Magherafelt. The chart below listsall of the Johnston families in the parish from
eighteenth century surveyss®

Parish of Magherafet

1740 protestant 1766 religious returns 1796 flax returns
householders

AlexanderJohnston John Johnston Thomas Johnston
Andrew Johnston; Thomas Johnston Matthew Johnston
Alexander Johnston; Matthw Johnston John Johnston
William Johnston; Thomas Johnston

John Johnston James Johnston

Martha Johnston John Johnston

John Johnston Elder
John Johnston youngr
Matthw Johnston

John Johnston

Elisabeth Johnston widow
Mary Johnston widow

The most accurate survey the 1766 religious returns indicates that there were at least
twelve independent families in the parish of Magherafelt in the mid eighteenth century.
This gives us a framework by which we can contextualise the family history.

35 The hearth rolls arenot a complete census of heads of households. Many areas in the barony were still
remote and inaccessibleand of coursetax avoidancewas also a factor.

36 These surveys are often referred to as census substitutes but they name only head of household.
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We have established that Benjamin Johnston senior and junior were born in the townland
of Aghagaskin in the parish of Magherafelt:

The emigrant ancestor Benjamin Johnston married Jane McNeice

-l Descendants of Benjamin Johnston L
[ Benjamin H Jane ]
Johnston McNeice
1828 - 1895 1831 - 1892
|
[ Jane :| [ Eliza :| [ John :| [ EIizabeth] [ Mary/—\nn] [ Benjam’n] [Henry.]ohn] [ James :|
Johnston Johnston Johnston Johnston Johnston Johnston Johnston Johnston
1855 - 1856 - 1860 - 1861 - 1864 - 1866 - 1869 - 1871 -
$AT EOA 10AUG0 ABeRanihAlbhdstord judichddnf@iated to Bendigo,

Victoria, Australia in 1857. Benjamin Johnston aged 38 years and his wife Jane aged 24
emigrated on board Star of the South as part of an Assisted Emigration scheme from
Liverpool 24 April 1857 arrived Melbourne 5 August 18587 Two daughters Jane and
Eliza had been born in Ireland but no baptismal record is extant. Additional children were
born in Australia.

The death of Jane Johnston (nee McNiece) occurred on Christmas day 1895:
According to the death record she died in East Melbourne Hospital aged 60 years.
Father unknown and Mother unknown. It appears that the family did not give the
information about her death. This often happened if someone died mospital a distance
from home so ®meone in the hospital probably gave information for the death
certificate. Jane was held in great affection by her family as her children paid to have a
memorial inserted in the local newspaper:

The Bendigo Advertiser Monday 2 January 1893 page 2

In Memoriam
Johnstonz In affectionate remembrance of Jane, the beloved wife of Benjamin Johnston
who departed this life on 24h December 1892, aged 59 years.
She was so long with pain oppressed,;
It wore her strength away;
It made her long for endless rest,
Which never can decay.
Weary days and nightsvere appointed unto me.
| cried unto the Lord, and He heard me.
Inserted by her loving children.

Benjamin Johnston died just over two years later on 11 January 1895. His death certificate
names children: Jane dead; Elizabeth dead; John dead; Elizabeth 32; Mary Ann 30;
Benjamin 28; John 26; James 24.

Connecting the family back a further generation was an achievable objective as church
records for the area were reasonably good. had managed to locate the baptism of
Benjamin Johnston junior in the records of Magherafelt Church of Irelaras follows:

37 Book 11 p 446
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| 1828 April 2 Benjamin of Benjamin Johnston, Aghagaskin, weaver |

Benjamin Johnston, senior of Aghagaskin by his wife Jane Weir had at least seven children. |
was able to positively identify four children who were tisgdin local churches; (Benjamin,
James, Mary and Henry); in additidhe gravestone inscription and marriage certificates
identified a further three siblings (John, William and Nancy).

The tree is outlined belaw

- L

Descendants of Benjamin Johnston

Jane
Weir
1796 -1871

Benjamin
Johnston
1802 - 1879

1
Benjamin
H Johnston
1828 - 1895

Jane

McNeice
1831 - 1892

[

John

— Johnston
1829 - 1905

[

Nancy

I Johnston
1831 - 1879

Daniel

Kerr
1820 -

William
I Johnston
1833 -1908

Matilda

McKnight
1850 -

[

James

I Johnston
1834 -1898

[

Henry
— Johnston
1839 -

[

Mary
- Johnston
1842 -

1 I

| had successfully located the family in Aghagaskin. Given that Johnston was a common
name in the area | was less than hopeful of taking the tree back a further generation.
Nevertheless, having identified the townland of origin this provided a platform fofurther
researchand | was determined to unlock the history of the Johnstons of Aghagaskin.

|
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At the time of the 1831 census there were six Johnston households in Aghagaskin, all
probably related, with three of the families headed by john Johnston.

1831 census Aghagaskin, Magherafelt

No. 25: Jno Johnson 1 family 7males/2females 9 Presbyterians

No 47: Jno Johnson 1 family 5male/2female 8 Presbyterian [as in original]

No 48: And: Johnson 1 family 1 male/2females 3 Presbyterian

No 63: Ben Johnson 1 family 3males/2females 5 Established Church

No 68: Jon Johnson 1 family 2 males 2 Established Church

No 69 Ibid Jon Johnsor--- Blank ----

No 109: Thos Johnson 1 family 1male/2females 3 Roman Catholic

Undoubtedly, many of these families were related but making connections between the
different branches of the family would be impossible using the census material in
isolation. Clearly, household number 68 in Aghagaskis our Benjamin Johnston, senior
with a family of five present; three males and two females belonging at that time to the
Established Church of Ireland.

1O AT OEITAA DOAGET OOI UR | GEACAOEThhnki, O AA
OEA 3 A1 OA OO0 afaidyigdodsariedbfréhatdl Badks on their estatefrom 1752 to

1830 and this with the tithe book for Magherafelt shedadditional light on the Johnston
family.
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A careful analysis of the rentals preides some vital clues about thelohnston familyof
Aghagaskin Thomas Johnstoriirst appears in therental of 1790 and appearedo have
replaced George Stewar® The annual rent for the farm of land was £8:9:7 It seemed
probable that Thomas Johnston washe progenitor of the family but this assumption
would need additional verification. It seemed likely that the cluster of Johnston families
recorded in the rentals would be closely related, especially if there was a perpetuity lease

for the land.

One advantage of the four rentals detailedetween 1814 and 1828 is that the farms are
numbered helping us to conpare the different rentals. The original Thomas Johnsgin
appears to have held farmsiumbered 1 and39 in the Aghagaskin rental. He may have

died between 1814 and 1818 asinthel OO A O OA T (hdirs of EHOmas (hEn&tGnA 1

On

In 1824, hissmall farm of fiveacres hadbeen held in trust pethaps awaiting the probation

of hiswill 41

James Johnston He a farm numbered 26 in the period 18141828 and may well be a son
of the original Thomas Johnston. He appears in the tithe book of 28 numbered 28 but
is not recordedin the 1831 census sat is possible that hemay have died beforghat time.

Bei O OAEAOAT AA & O 3AiI OAOOS

OAT OAI

OAA | PPAT AEQ

39| remained open to the possibility that there was a familial connection between the Johnston

and Stewart families of Aghagaskin.
40 p4018/1/17B

41 This farm was subsequently taken over by Patrick McAleer in the 1828 rental
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We also have the appearanda 1824 of John Johnston senior in farm number gpssibly
another son of Thomas Johnstgnand John Johnston junior appearedn the rental for
1828 on farm numbered seven. In the tithe book of 1829 it looks like John Johnston senior
held a farm of some 14 acres and John Johnston junior one of 19 actes.

In addition Benjamin Johnston appears in the tithe book of 1829 with a small farm of 3
acres. This is Benjamin Johnston senigrhis occupation at this time was given aweaver
in the church registers but healso held a small farmThe 1831 census reveals that he was
the head of a family of 3 males and 2 femalés

The sequencing oftie various Johnstons in the rentals may be significant arallows us
to begin to make tentative connectias. The records seemed to indicate that Thomas
Johnstonof the 1790 rentalmay have beerthe common ancestorof both James ad John
Johnston who appear in the later rentals It seemedmore likely that Benjamin Johnston
listed in the 1831 census was more likelype the son ofthe James or John Johnston. This
became a working assumption or hypothesis to beerified or corrected upon discovery
of other primary sourcematerial.

Given that several Johnstons appeared in the tithe book and rentals in Aghagaskin,
Magherafelt, indicating that they may have had strong leases | undertook a systematic
search of the Registry of Deeds in Dublin for the townland of Aghagaskin:

The registry of deeds archive survives intact from 1704 and is a most useful repository
for those ancestors who held strong leases for farmdA registered deed or document
provided a degree of legal security in matters of land transfefA systematic search in the
land index from 1704 to 1878 produced only five registered transactions for the townland
of Aghagaskin Two of these deedsnentioned the surname Johnston but other surnames
included Palmer, Warburton, Stewart and Fearsoff. There was an explosion of entries
for Aghagaskin from 1879 onwards as under the Land Acts tenants were encouraged to
buy their farms and register the deeds for insurance.

The two Johnston deedsecorded in the Registry of Deeds index for Aghagaskif:
Volume 44 (1739p ypnnq ! CEACAOEET h 3 A1 OAOOGS8 bi ¢
another: Book 247; page 419; memorial number 162706

Volume 47 (1811-:1820) Aghagaskin: Johnston to Johnston: Book 673; page 34
memarial number 464205

Deeds from 1708 have been transcribed into huge volumes that can be found on the
shelves of the Registry of Deeds in Henrietta Street, Dublinvas not o be disappointed.

In Volume 44 page 419,he registeredmemorial 162706 recited a marriage settlement
for the year 1765 concerning nuptial arrangements between the families of Stewart and
Johnston both from the townland of Aghagaskin. | have reproduced the memorial here for
posterity as it contains valuable family history.

42 Usually, the title senior and junior refers to father and son.
43 | suggest the makeup of the family was father, mother, two sons and a daughter
44 See Appendix for Registry of Deeds references and transcripts.

45 When using microfilmin PRONI of the Registry of Deeds volumese cannot see page
numbers so the most useful reference is the memorial number.
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No: 162706d, * T ET 0011 O1 30AxA00 QO AT 80 OACEOOAOAA p
A memorial of a deed poll or instrument in writing bearing date the eleventh day of March

1765 and made between Mathew Johnstonf @&\ghagaskin in the county of Londonderry

mason on the one prt and George Stewart and JohBtewart his son both of Aghagaskin
aforesaid, farmer on the other part whereby after reciting that a marriage was intended

to be had between Thomas Johnston son of the said Mathew Johnston and Mary Stewart
daughter of the said George Stewart; they the said George Stewart and John Stevwgreea

to give as and for a marriage portion to the said Mary Stewart that part or parcel of land

in the town land of Aghagaskin then in occupation of John Dobbin containing by
estimation eight or nine acres be the same more or less to have and to hold to the said

4ET T AO *TETOOIT R EEO Agi OOR AA[ i(9) Psad JoAO OE C1
$1T AAET 860 1 AAOAh xEEAE EO EAI A AT A AT ET UAA O
he the said Thomas Johnston from thenceforth yielding and paying to the said George
Stewart or John Stewart etc yearly rent of five shillings and sjpence sterling an acreg

AT A AO OEA A@PEOAOEIT 1T &£ OEA OAEA ' Al OCA 30AxA
Johnston to have the full tenant right and benefit of renewal and the said writing is

executed by the said George Stewart, John Stewart andthew Johnston and witnesses

by Ezekiel Richardson, scrivener, William Berfoot, Innkeeper and James Redfern, saddler,

all of Magherafelt:

Mem witnesses by said James Redfern & Richardson Williams of the City of Dublin, Gent.

Mathew Johnston seal; signed, seales and executed in the presence of James Redfern &

Rich Williamson

James Redfern sworn before me at Castledawson 24 July 1766, Thomas Grgvasd |

know the deponentz present Sam Richardson JP & John Downing JP.

[
I AA

This is avery interesting family document.From the early rentalsi T OEA 3 A1 OA0O08 A
we know that George Stewart was in possession of a farm of some eight acres in

Aghagaskin from 17721776.46 George Stewart was a farmer in Aghagaskin and had at

least two children John and Mary. In 1765 a marriage was to be arranged between Mary

Stewart, daughter of George Stewart and Thomas Johnston son of Mathew Johnston of
Aghagaskin, mason.

The deed was witnessed by Ezekiel Richardson, scrivener, William Berfoot, Innkeeper
and James Redfern, saddler, all of Magherafelt indicating that Mathew Johnston knew
these peoplelt seems likely that much of MatE A x  * | EHQuildi@g wior& Woul d have
beencarried out in local villages (Tobermore andCastledawson) and towns (Maghera and
Magherafelt). Around 1766, Thomas Johnston, his son, was endowed with a farm of land
that could be passed down through the family.

Thomas Johnston watisted in the 1790rental as occupier of the Stewartdrm and James
Johnstonwas in occupation of the samé&and in the tithe book of 182947 In addition James
Johnston appears in the 1814 rental with Thomas Johnston. Henteuggest theline of

descent for the Johnston familyof Aghagaskin runsfrom Matthew Johnstonto his son

Thomas and grandson James.

Thomas Johnstorappears to have died sometime before 1818 as the rentfr that year
indicates that he was deceased as the farm was listed in trust for Hegirs. This was
confirmed alsoin the 1824 rental, which also indicateshis estate wasstill held in trust
possibly due to a delay in his will being probated. therefore assume Thomas Johnston

46 D4108/1/15F 3 A1 OA0OO6 AOOAOCA OT 1 OI A T &£ pxuvg TAI AO AAT 6O «
including a George Stewarfbut no one by the name of Johnston).
47 Note - different measurements are used for acreage hence the differences in size.
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died sometime betweerthe rentals of 1814 and 1818l have estimated his birth as c. 1740
since he was married c. 1766 and died in the period 1814818.

The date of the marriage 1765 between Thomas Johnston and Mary Stewart allows us to
make a reasoned guess at the approximate birth date for children within the range 1766
1780. Since James Johnston appears to have been the eldest son | have given him an
edimated birth date of 1766.48

The second Johnston deed:

The second deed was oihdifferent quality as the handwriting was poor and the ink
somewhat faded so | had reatlifficulty deciphering the deed however, | was able to
transcribe a portion of the document.

No: 464205 Deed datedhe 6t day September 1807 made between Thomas Johnstar,
Aghagaskin and James Johnsttime son of the said Thomas-- and untosaid John Johnston
the field(?) in the townland of Fallygloonz (rest illegible).

My reading of thisdocumentis that in 1807, Thomas Johnston was conveying property
(probably his farm in Aghagaskin to his son James Johnston before his death (which
appears to have occurred sometime between 1814 and 1818) and in addition a field of
land to John Johnston in Fallygloon (Fallagloon, Maghera parish).

Magherafelt Church of Ireland registers are extant for most of eighteenttentury and
there are Johnston entries recorded but none in the townland @&ghagaskim® This may
well indicate that the Johnstons of Aghagaskiwere Presbyterian. It is always necessary
to check local Church of Ireland burial registers as they also may contain burials of other
Protestant denominations. One interesting entry in the Magherafelt burial registgd822-
1830) caught my attentions°

| James Johnston, Aghagaskin Dec 8 1827 aged 62|

| am fairly certain that this entry refers to James Johnstospn of Thomas Johnston blgis
wife Mary Stewart, since thelocation and dates match very well The above James
*T ET OO1T 180 OE Q1827 fitd dsAallikali €bn &t Stmomag Johnston by Mary
Stewart. One slight doubt is thaa James Johnston appears in the tithe book and rental of
1829 but often there was a delay in transferring details to the estate books. The tithes
book would have taken time to prepare and would be a reflection ¢andholding a year

or two before its publication. That James Johnston is not listed in the 1831 census might
also indicate that he was deceased by that date. Giveretlveight of evidence it seems
likely that James Johnstofson of Thomas)was buried 8 December 1827.

48 As already mentioned the rental for 1824 lists John Johnston who appears to have been a
sibling of James Johnston.

49 Families listed in Aghagaskinincluded old established names in thereaz Lennox; Redfern,
Morgan andSemple For Johnston entries see index on Church records.
50 MIC/1/1A/1
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Ancestors of James Johnston

Matthew George
Johnston Stewart
1710 -

——— —
Thomas Mary
Johnston Stewart
1740 -181]

1 ]
1
James
Johnston
1766 -182

The registered deeds together with the land records and 1831 census have helped us
create an early tree for the Johnstons of Aghagaskifhe earliest progenitor in the line
Matthew Johnston | estimate was born ¢.1710 and in him we have reached the limits of
our search.

Itis likely that he is one of the two Matthew Johnstons listed in the 1766 religious returns
for the parish of Magherafel (and a Thomas Johnston is also list¢dbut unfortunately no
townland address is give in this source, which would have added greatly to its valeidn
the 1796 flax lists Matthew and Thomas Johnston are listed as claiming one spinning
wheel in the parish of Magherafelt but again no townland address is forthcoming, One is
mindful that Johnston is a common name in the area (nevertheless Matthew is a fige
marker for a Christian name).

The local parish registers did throw light on a family in Glenmaguitownland that may
well be related to the Aghagaskin Johnstons therefore | include it here for the record:

Magherafelt Church of Ireland christenings:

1762 z (Jo)hn, son of Matthew Johnston of Glenmaquil was bapt.

1765 z Mary, daughter of John Johnston of Glenmaquil was bapt Kay.

1767z- AOEAxh O11 1T &£ *TET *TETOOIT T &£ *TEIT *I1E
1769 z Margaret, daughter of John Johnston, Glenmaquil was bat fuly

1792 z Matthew son of Andw Johnston of Glen(?) was baptised ®24uly

—_
(@)

In addition First MagherafeltPresbyterian registers:
Married 14 April 1776 Matthew Johnston to Ann Cowan both of Magherafetl
congregation.

1) T OEA pxtm 00i OAOOAT O EI OOAET 1 AAOOGS OGBODAU & O -
listed: Alex Johnston (x2) Andrew Johnston; William Johnstodphn Johnston and Martha Johnston.
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What looks like their first child was baptised just over one year later:
Baptised John son to Matthew Johnston 27 April 1777

No firm conclusions can be taken from these entries and | have included them only
because Glenmagquil townland is contiguous with Aghagaskin and the use of the Christian
name Matthew may be significant. In addition Benjamin Johnston the weaver of
Aghagaskin would later move to become a farer in Glenmaquill in the 18402 Two
Johnston householdswere recorded in the 1831 census inGlenmaquill.53 Although
Benjamin Johnston resided in Glenmagquiin the 1840s by the time of Griffiths valuation
he had moved toKillyneese 54 This movement between townlands indicates that
Benjamin Johnston held terminable leases that is a lease with fixed number of years.

The mention of the townland of Fallagloon in the 1807egistered deedalso stoked my

interest concerning that townland.

1T AgAT ETAOQEIT 1T £ 6#&1989sHooedMathénl JGhAdton pRYIMG p X wp )
rentof £27,8, 1in Fallagloo8 4 EA 6ET O1 AOOGSG 1 AAOGA AT T E EAO A&l C
named for 1799 as follows:

Fallagloon leases D1062/1

Page Lease & date Lives
404 Jas Johnston & co 38a, 1r, 35p fron For lives renewable foreverz lives of Robert
1 Nov 1799 & Samuel Johnston lesees and Wm Johnstg
405 Thomas Johnston 28a, 1 Nov 1799 | For lives renewable foreverz lives of Thos
Johnston, John Johnston & Jas Gregg
406 James Johnston 27a, 25p 1 Nov 179 For lives Matthew Johnston, Wm Johnston 4
James McGaw
407 Robert Johnston 11 acres 1 Noy Lives of Matthew Johnston, Andrew Johnsto
1799 & James McGaw

The evidence does suggest that there may wélave been a link between the Aghagaskin
and Fallagloon Johnstons but the exanature of that relationship has been lost over time.
That the Aghagaskin/Glenmagquill and Fallagloon Johnstons share the Christian name
Matthew is interesting 56

LINKING BENJAMIN JOHNSTON SENIOR TO THE KNOWN TREE

Having identified the early family tree in AghagaskinJohnston to this treez it seemed
likely he was the son of the John or James Johnston listed in the rentals of the early
nineteenth century. He was married by 1831 and appears to have had a family of two boys
and a girl indicating that he might have marriel c. 182657 The census also indicates that
at that time the family identified themselves as members of the established Church of
Ireland.

52 The Bellaghy lease book for Glenmaquill D1061/hasno Johnstonlisted; leases were given
1733 to John Marlin; 1779to Jas Clarke and 1818 Henry Sheil

53 No 19: Andrew Johnston 2m/2f- 4 P: No21 Margaret Johnston 2% 2P.
54 No Johnston is recorded in Glenmagquill in the Griffiths valuation of 1858
55D2094/78.

56 perhaps a systematic search of the registry of deeds for Fallagloon could shed additional light
on any putative links.
57 But no marriage record is extant in the local registers.
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A search of the confirmation lists in the parish church of Magherafe@hurch of Ireland
produced a postive result asa Ben Johnson of Aghagaskin was listed in the year 18%4.

Magherafelt Church of Ireland
Confirmations 1824

No 53z Jas Johnson, Aghagaskin
No 54z [Blank] Johnson, ibid

No 927z Ben Johnson, Aghagaskin

This is our first direct reference to Ben Johnston in Aghagaskiownland. He must have
married within a year or two of his confirmation as n the 1831 census he appears to be
married with family.

1831 census
No 63: Ben Johnson 1 family 3males/2females 5 Established Church

From church registers and other genealogical sourcese can positively identify those
presenton census nighin Aghagaskin household 63.

Benjamin Johnston, senior fder

Jane Johnston his wife nee Weir

Benjamin, junior (born 1828),

John Johnston (born 1829)

JaneJohnston(born 1831)

Baptismal records for four of the seven known children are extant:

1828
April 2 Benjamin of Benjamin Johnston, Aghagaskin, weaver

1834
Dec 10 Jas of Benj & Jane Johnston, Aghagaskin, farmer

1839
Born 22 March baptised May 14 Henry of Benjamin Johnston & Jane Weir, Aghagaskin

1842
Aug 24 Mary daughter of Benjamin Johnston & Jane Weir of Glenmaquill was received
into the church by baptism, born March 28 1842

In addition another daughter Jane Johnston married Curran Presbyterian Churgh
Married 25 March 1848: Daniel Kerr aged 28 Widower & farmer son of Andrew Kerr
farmer to Nancy Johnston aged 17 spinster of Glenmaquill daf Ben Johnston, Farmer:
Witnesses- William Moor or Doore & Nancy Stewart.

The family gravestone identified John Johnston as another son of Benjamin Johnston.

YO xAO A AEAIT T AT CA O x1 OE 10606 xEIT " Al EAI EI
protestant marriages began in 1845 and gives the name of the father but our Benjamin

58 Confirmation in the Established Church varied usually mid to late teens. Ben Johnston appears
to have been around 21 years old when he was confirmed.
59 MIC1P/338/B1-3
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Johnston was married in the 182082 The key to unlocking the name of his father came
with the discovery of the will of Henry Johnston (c18071887) of Aghagaskinprobated
Londonderry in 1887 andit is reproduced here for posterity:

Will of Henry Johnston died 16 Dec 1887

Effects £85

Aughagaskin, Magherafelt

To James Johnston son of my brother Benjamin £20

To James Johnston Aghagaskin son of my brother John £5 & half crop in the garden;
half the turf; half furnishing and a futher £12

To Peggy Johnston wife of my nephew William Johnston of Aughagaskin £5

Foreign missions of the Church of Ireland £10

Exors - Richard Dalrimple, Magherafelt & James Weir of Ballynogher

Henry Johnston revealed in his will that he had two brothers alive in 1887 namely

Benjamin Johnston and John Johnston Henry Johnsbn appears to have had no issue
even though he had been married.

Death entry for Henry Johnston Aghagaskin 1887: informant Mary Milliken.

et P [ ] 1 mf//fx%//m¢ 2
i ;[,7,__4,}%2;@&%4/“4 A M{ZZ’M VRSV AV @277
o Gl o Fet iy ptgsata 8|

I had now identified Henry Johnston as another sibling of Benjamin Johnston. In addition
Henry Johnston was the informant onthe death certificate for Richard Johnstonof
Aghagaskindated 1881 and this revealed he was another brother.

Registered death at Aghagaskin 9 July 1881

Richard Johnston male married aged 70 years, Carpenter, Old Age no medical attendant
not certified: Informant - Henry Johnston, brother present at death, Aghagaskin 14 July
1881.

Pursuing these new leads was fruitful. Further research on thRichard Johnstorrevealed
that he was married in the year 1846, much later than his brothers Benjamin and John.
The significance of this was that this was a year after the introduction of civil registration
of Protestant mariages, and his certificate would give the name of the father.

60 |t seemedunlikely to me that any of his siblings would be married after 1845 providing that
vital clue about the identity of the father but | was to be proved wrong in this regard.

25



McCool, McNiece, Johnston, Weir, Backhouse, Morton families

Marriage register 1st P Magherafeft

No 11

6 Feb 1846 Richard Johnston, 34, Bachelor, carpenter of Aghagaskin son of Ja
Johnston, Land Surveyor to Hanna Weir aged 28 spinster, Ballynocher dau of Willig
Weir, farmer by licence (both signed names)? Witnesses - John Weir & William
Hastings

The marriage confirmed that the father of Richard, and hence Benjamin, John and Henry
Johnston of Aghagaskin was James Johnston described on the certificate as a land
surveyor .83 | take this to be the James Johnston who died 1827 aged &2.addition the
records indicated that three Johnston brothes had married three Weir sisers.54 The
descendants of James Johnston of Aghagaskin are outlined in the tree below.

- L

Descendants of James Johnston

James

Johnston
1766 - 1827

Benjamin
IH Johnston
1802 - 1879

—_—

Jane
Weir
1796 - 1871

e
Henry

H Johnston
1806 - 1887

—_—

Eliza
Weir
1805 -

e
Richard

H Johnston
1810 - 1881

Hanna
Weir
1810 - 1895

e
John

L4 Johnston
1799 - 1865

Margaret
Knightly

-l_r

1 I

61 CR13/B/1
62 | ysually take this as a sign of literacy.
63y 6 OAAI O PiI OOEAT A OGEAO *Ai AO *TET OOI1T xAO PAOEADPO

capacity as well as being a farmer.
64 See Weir family history for additional information.
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Johnstons in Aghagaskin Griffiths Valuation 1858

VALUATION OF TENEMENTS: i
PARBISH OF MAGHEBAYELT,
o, aad Tntbers Mames o] Ratesdls Annual Valuation, | TatalAgoral
ol Beference 1o Deseripiion of Te -Ares. Jﬂm
Towalaods and Occupiers, l Tmediats Lesors, ] Qasd, | Bailiiog. | Propany.
i
AGHAGASKIN— A BBl L d]lE s d] £ 4
continued. ! ! i
James Kikly, sen., ] | WorshipfulCompany 'y 3 50g | < 26 0
18 " James Kiklr'.jnn.: } of Solters, Yapd, L& {:2 8|0, ol ‘2 5/0
- o | 'William Silly, . + | dnmes Kikly, sen., and ;
James Kikly, jun,, .|.Houss, ' . 3 c— -— 05 0 05 0
17 John Johnson, . . | Worsbipfol Company | . | i
of Balters, . | Land, " « | «f 8 820 4100 — 4190 0
a {Jobin Johnson. « Hensooffices,andland,l 6 1 0| 2156 /0] 015 0f 3in 0
18 % | Henry Johnson, Eame, House, ottice,and land,l 5 1 0f 215 O] 030 0f 8 5 0
¢ | Richard Johuson, Honse, office, endland| 5 2 0 2156 0 ni 0 380
18 Eliza Kikly, . . Same, .| Houseoffices,ondland) 8 020 4 &5 0 045 0| 5 0 0]
20 Anpe Eildy, . . Bane, { g:;se.othce,and land, l(: llslz 410 0 om o 5 00
S R - - i
21 John Stewast, jun., . Ssme, . .| Honseand Iand, ] B R2%2) 4 6 0] 215 0] 5 0 O
- {.a David Lennox, jm,} Some, % House,offices,& land, 15 19 b 6 0 015 0 8 00
b | Andrew Lennox, ' . House, offices, & land, “I15 5 0] 616 0] 5o
23 William Jolmson, . Same, . " 1lnusc:.oﬂh:a.ns.mullsmclW 8 09 415 0 D6 0 51 0
24 Lan » ) 113 110 8 0 0 e
25 b} (William Stewert, | | Swme. < { Houso/olico gomidenn] 101 ol b & al aid 4 Yaws 0

The Griffiths Valuation of 1858 for Aghagaskin lists three Johnston brothers living on one
farm that has been subdivided into three lots of approximately 5 acres each (this can be
seen on the map below number 18).

GV Aghagaskin 1858/59

No 18

a John Johnston 5 acres, 1 rood

b Henry Johnston 5 acres, 1 rood
¢ Richard Johnston 5 acres, 2 rood

JohnNons
0
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The local topography indicates the prevalence of the surname Johnston in the a@ad
we can clearly see the outline of the family farm numbered 18 on the Griffiths valuation

map. We can actually identify each of the three dwelling houses in the map above. John

and Henry Johnston lived close by in 18a ariBb with Richard residing in 1&. The map

shows field patterns and divisions but shows the Johnston farm as one holding. The

*TET 001 T O&EAOI 8 xAO AEOOAAOGAA AU A OI AA OOTTET
townland.

Neighbours to the Johnstons included to the north (no19) Eliza Kikly (Knightly); to the

West (no15) James Kikly sen & jun; to the east (no 22) David & Andrew Lennox and also

the Stewarts in 24 & 21 respectively.

All of these familes were connected through marriagg OEA OEOAA *1T ET OOT 1T At
grandmother was a Stewart and that is how the Johnstons came to hold the farthrough

marriage.5s Likewise the Lennox and Stewart families were related. The name Kikilyalso

rendered as Knightly or McKnight (McNight) even Keatly. John Johnston of Aghagaskin

number 18a in the above map of 1858 was married to Margaret Knightly. In addition John

Johnston held an additional farm of land numbered 17 on the map beside Elcd OE + EEI U8 O
farm (perhaps endowed to him through marriage). The map shows the close connection

in kinship ties between neighbours in a farming area, a common feature of life in rair

Irelandinthe pas8 / £0AT EAOI AOOGSs OiI 1O AT A AAOCEOAOO i A«
sons and daughters. The tight interconnectedness of kinship ties was necessary in an age

before mechanization when neighbour relied upon neighbour to help in the busy times

such as harvest.

65 See registered deedlated 1766 (No: 162706)
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In 1858 Benjamin Johnstonesenior resided in Killyneese Having ascertained that his
father was James Johnston | have repiduced his ancestral line below taking it back three
generations$é

Ancestors of Benjamin Johnston
Matthew George
Johnston Stewart
1710 -
———— ——
Thomas Mary
Johnston Stewart
1740 -181|
L J
1
James
Johnston
1766 -182]
—
Benjamin Jane
Johnston [ Weir
1802 -187] 1796 - 187

The search of the registry of Deeds uncovered one recorded memorial concerning
Benjamin Johnston senior.

Registry of DeedsVolume 5 memorial number 205

Johnston to Bates registered 27 day March 1847

Memorial of an Indented Deed of Conveyance 5 March 1847

Between Benjamin Johnston of Glenmaquil, Londonderryfarmer of the one part& John
Bates of Belfast, Antrimof the second partz confirm unto said John Bates said deed, the
house formerly occupied by William Lawson together southern portion of the lands
situate in Glenmacquill nearly 3 acres plantation Irish as lately occupied by John Johnston
& William Lawson together with two fields of land in Toberhead aforesaid of the premises
then or lately held by Benj Boon & then in occupation of Edward Marlin & Michael Wallace
containing 2 acres of late Irish acres & also two other parcels of Bog in Toberhead
aforesaid and also two parcels of bog in Curran in the barony of Loughinsholin, from the
first day November then last:

Memorial witnessed by William Henderson, Drumlamph, Land Surveyor & George Young
of Cabragh, Termoneeny, farmer both in said county Londonderry:

Ben Johnson <seal>

Benjamin Johnston senior resided in Aghagkin until at least 1839 but by1842 was
resident in Glenmaquills” By a registered deed 1847 he offset property and land in
Glenmaquillto John Bates. The small farm of 3 acres Irish was in previous occupation of

67A Al 110 ETTx OEA TAIA T&£ AT AO *TET 00116860
67 Based on church records of baptismal addresses for his children

29

x E £A

j



McCool, McNiece, Johnston, Weir, Backhouse, Morton families

William Lawson and John Johnstoff He also offset two acres in Toberhead and two
parcels of bog in Curran. We have no way of knowing how Benjamin Johnston came to
haverights in Toberhead and Curran but thispossibly came into the family as dowries
from marriages and rights passed onlt is probable that after offsetting hisproperty in
Glenmagquil thatBenjamin Johnston moved to Killyneesehere we find him resident at
OEA OEI A T £ ' OEEZEOEOG6 OAI OAOCEIT 1T & puyovys

In the previous year his son Benjamin Johnston junior, emigrated with his young family
on board Star of the South Assisted Emigration scheme from Liverpool 24 April 1857
arrived Melbourne 5 August 185759

Killy neese Griffiths Valuation:

I wd "ATEAT ET *1 ET OCarh of l@drds, 1 Bodd| 10 Beed. AT | DAT U
"AT EAITET *TEITOI180 +EITUI AAOA A£AOI  AIl AAOI U i AO
: ——

D %

_ % 4 N «“4. R

Registered deathBenjamin Johnston senior 1879 Killyneese:
23 Jan 1879, Killyniece: Benjamin Johnston male married aged 77 years, farmer; d

of Bronchitis, uncertified, no medical attendant; Informant William Johnston x hi
mark, Killyneece.

William Johnston was his son and he inherited the farm. He married Matilda McKnight in
1884 and his descendants are charted below.

68 John Johnston in Glenmaquill may have been a relatioit is possible that Benjamin Johnston
inherited this property due to a family connection.

69 Book 11 page 446
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J Descendants of William Johnston L

William Matilda
Johnston McKnight

1833-1908 1850 -

L
r
L

r

John Annie Jane Samuel
Johnston McKnight Johnston |5 Lennox
1887 -1972 -1963 1886 - 1882 -
_—
[ I I ]
o L J L
Lily WilliamJames John Anna Mary WilliamJ James
Johnston Johnston Johnston Johnston McDowell Lennox Lennox
1915 -2010 1917 -1989 1918 -1988 -2011

'L—I' 'L*J'
[ [ [ |
Noel Janet James Jennifer
Lennox Lennox Lennox Lennox

1 I

William Johnston died on 3t January1908 in Killyneese leaving a will to be probated:
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Probate of the Will of William Johnston late of Killyneec&County Londonderry Farmer
who died 1 January 1908 granted at Londonderry to William John Duncan and William
Davison Farmers. Probate granted 22 Feb 1909:

Will of James Johnston died 1 Jan 1908, Killyneece

| leave & bequeath to my son John all | possess with the proviso that he pay £100 to my
daughter Jane & is to support my wife as long as she lives. 10sh per year to the
Presbyterian Church at Castledawson.

Exors- William John Duncan, Killiniece& William Davison

17 April 1907

x mark of Wm Johnston

Effects £309: 5sh
Household £5
Stock £46
Freehold £256:5sh
Sketch map of William* T ET OO1I 1 6 0 EAOI pwmy

MAP OF WikiiAm JoHNSTONE S | ARY

1N KiLLYNEEDE, 1908.

The above sketch is basedontfarmi AD OEAO AAIi A xEOE OEA 7EI

corresponds very well with the Griffiths valuation map.
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Benjamin Johnston the emigrant ancestor probably spent his last few daydth family in
Killyneesebefore departing for Australia in 1857. We have established that he was, in fact,

born in the townland of Aghagaskin circa 1828 son of Benjamin Johnston by Jane Weir.

His grandfather was James Johnston who in turn was a son of Thomas Johnston by Mary

Stewart. Thomas Johnston had inherited the Stewart farm in 1766 as part of a marriage

dowry and thus he became a farmer in Aghagaskinhis father Matthew Johnston was a

skilled craftsman, a mason residing in Aghagaskat the time of the marriage. In Matthew

Johnston, we reached the limits of research. The Johnston surname still resonates around

| CEACAOEET AT A *TETO0O1T160 (EIT xEIlT Al xAUuO AA
presence of the family in the townland oAghagaskin.

As mentioned the wife of Benjamin Johnston senior (and mother of the emigrant ancestor

Benjamin Johnston junior) was Jane Weir. The Weir family were from the townland of
Ballynockerh x EEAE Al Ol & Oi AA PAOO 1T £ OEA 3A1 OAOO
Aghagaskin. The next line of research was into the family of Jane Weir.

Qu
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THE WEIR FAMILY OF BALLYKNOCKER

LAGRALH
BALLYNAHONE MORE
KILLYBERRY H
BROAGH DRUMLAMPH
CURRAN KILLBERRY
LLINDERRY
ArTar
TOBERHEAD KILLYBERRY DOWhIr}
GRANGE
BALLYNOCKER
GLENMAQUILL
TAMNIARAN
MAGHERAFELT
SHANEMULLAGH
ROSGARRAN
[TERLIN TAMNADEESE
LUNEY AGHAGASKIN
5 DRUNRAINEY
-
KILLYNEESE
At MULLAGHBOY BALLYHEIFER ANNAGHMORE
ROSHURE POLEPATRICK
3
TOWN PARKS OF MAGHERAFELT GLEBE S ETTT o D

It was known that the Weir family came from Ballynocker and this was contiguous with
the townland of Aghagaskin both in the parish of Magherafelt and both lay in the northern
OAAQEIT 1T 1 £ OEA BallyhotkBr@@rdand)it€el pésentd D©rasdakcher
with problems because of the variety of different spellings of the place nani@This made
the search procesa little more difficult since my primary research strategy is centred on
placename rather than surname.

| had already identified from the Johnston family search that three Johnston brothers had
married three Weir sisters. It was fortunate that the marriage of Richard Johnston to
Hanna Weir occurred on 6 February 1846 less than one year after the compulsoryit
registration of protestant marriages in Ireland. The marriage certificate indicated that
Hannah Weir was the daughter of William Weir, farmer and sincehe resided in
Ballyncoherand this was again onfirmation that the family was from that townland.”*

The Weir family were members of Castledawson Presbyterian Church so it was possible
to use the registers of births and marriages tadevelop a descendant tree from the
primogenitor of the family William Weir.72

70 Ballynocher; Ballynogher; Ballyknocker; Ballynocker are just some examples.

71 Marriage register of First Presbyterian Magherafelt [CR13/B/1]. Thevitnesses to the marriage were
*TET 7AEO j (ATT A80 AOEI GEOA GuotAdrihAavi7CEis imforaht to(rebatd
witnessesto the vital records of births, marriages and deaths as thegften relations and so provide
additional clues regardingkinship ties.

72 MIC 1P/90: Castledawson Presbyterian registers of baptiss11809and marriages from 1805
and also a membership list of 1848.
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- L

Descendants of William Weir

William
Weir

1764 -1809

Alexander
| Weir
1795 - 1880

Rachel

Speers
1808 - 1888

e
Jane

—| Weir

1796 - 1871

Benjamin
Johnston
1802 - 1879

L
John

—| Weir

1804 - 1872

Jane

Hastings
1823 - 1907

L
Eliza

—| Weir

1805 -

Henry

Johnston
1807 - 1887

e
Margaret
—| Weir
1808 -
-I_I_
e
Hanna
—| Weir
1810 - 1895

Richard

Johnston
1810 - 1881

L
William
| Weir

-I_r
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The Johnston family headstone in Castledawson Presbtyerian Church also provided a
tantalizing conundrum about the relationship between the Johnston and Weir families.

Erected by John Johnston in memory of John Weir who departed this life 6 March
1870 aged 85 years

Also William Weir died 1809 Ballynougher

The above John Johnston, Tamnadace died 16 December 1905

Analysis of the headstone:

Many hours were initially spent trying to work out the relationship between the people
mentioned in this headstone. The relationship of those engraved on the stone was obvious
to those who had the headstone erected but with the passage of time was lost to
subsequent generations. | am fairly certaimow of the relationships involved but only
after a significant amount of research into these families (and with new additional family
information provided through Janet Lennox, a Johnston and Weir descendant).

William Weir of Ballynogher who was recorded having died 1809 appears to have been
the progenitor of the Weir family as already mentionedIt would also seem that halied

as a relatively young man. He was the maternal grandfather of John Johnston mentioned
in the headstone.Although John Johnston (1829.905) was recorded as a resident of
Tamnadace le as in fact born in Aghagaskin son of Benjamin Johnston senior by Jane Weir.

John Johnston hadnherited a farm in Tamnadace from his relation John Weig So it
seemedclear that the TamnadaceWeirs and the Ballynocker Weirs must have been
related.

William Weir of Ballynocher(died 1809) appears to have been the uncle of John Weif
Tamnadacé4 (1785-1870). John Weir was unmarried and left no issue so transferred the
family farm to John Johnston. If my calculations are correct John Weir whist cousin
(once removed)of John Johnstorfwho also died without giving issue)’s

The 1831 census for Tamnadace revealed a household (number 5) headed by a Jno Wier
with 4 males/1 female and | female servant present on census nigftSince John Weir
(1785-1870) had not been married and had no issue it seemed probable that the John
Wier of the 1831 census was hifather (and hence brother of William Weir of

Ballynocker).

My initial conclusions were confirmed by a pedigree of the Weir family provided by
Janet Lennox, a descendant, argbpears to have been drawn up from oral tradition
within the family. | was delighted that the pedigree had vindicated much of my research
and proved that research methodologies were sound. Since | had carried out a lot of
field work | am able toconfirm that the pedigree provides a very useful and sound
template and so it is recorded hee for posterity.

73 This was confirmed in the Griffiths revision books.
s AAOE AAOOGEEEAAOA AT 1 E£EOI AA ant inferinantivdsElénd © AAAOA OO
Johnston.

75 The Tamnadeese farm came into possession of George Watterson 1904 and John Kane 1907 (Griffiths
revision books)

76 This was the only Weir family in Tamnadace in the 1831 census.
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Alex Weir John Weir
John Weir Dal_serf to Derry 1688 Moved from Daiserd, Sco(land \
Dalserf to Derry 1688 ——  Died in battle 1690 in 1644 to Derry as Pastor of .
In war = a::arrl;:jf;r glxeir Presbyterian Church. Ay
Hoviw ot S Captured and imprisoned, A %
I died in prison-1646 PG 2
Alexander Weir No conformation of & Tk
Registered relationship \ A :”‘v P
1766 R e
William Weir
John Weir 1764-1809
died aged 95 m. Hannah
John Weir Alex Weir Elizabeth
1785-1870 1794-1884 Jane Weir 1798-1874 Weir
m. Jane Hastings m. Rachel Speer m. Ben Johnston* m. Henry*
1843 1801-1889 d. 1879 Johnston
John d. 1863 ”‘""f" Margaret
end of line 7 children RVIV;’ - Weir
e i o chiyen 8 Children s i o
ahin Johnaton See page § See page 2
* Three Weir sisters
married three
Johnston brothers

Analysis of the pedigree:

The abovefamily tree has John Weir (died aged 95 but no date of death forthcoming) as
brother of William Weir of Ballynocher. His son John Weir died ¢.1863 without issue and
the farm passed to John Johnston (son of Benjamin Johnston by Jane Weir). The
documentary trail proves this land transaction to be a facbut the evidence shows that
John Weir died in 1870 and not 1863.

John Weir of Tamnadase

4EAOA AQGEOOO A CciiT A 00T 1T &£ OAT OAl O 7mod OEA
Weir is not listed in the 1778 rental by name but may be part of the partnership group

listed under Robert Love. In subsequent rentals John Weir is listed with Love and Thomas
Rogers in Tamnadase. It is possible that John Weir moved into Tamnadace as
consequence of marrying someone from that townlang?

1778 rental Salterg®
No 7. Robert Love & partners 44a, 3 r, 37p rent £148-1 expiration 1779

1779-1783 rentaleo

Robert Love

Thos Rogers

John Weir

Partners sharing 13a8r-2p

77 primarily D4108 and D654

78 perhapsto a Love or a Rogrs but this is only speculation as | have no proof.
79 D654/R/4/2A

80 DB54/R/4/2B
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1795 rentaldt
No2. John Weir 131-8 rent £6-4-0

1796 rentald? ibid
1797 rentalds ibid

1800 rentals4
No 6. John Weir & James Rogers rent-8-5

1812 rentalss
John Weir 17a, 2r, 25 p rent £131-0 lease 13 years

1814 rentalsé
No 6. John Weir 17 a, 2r, 25 p rent £13:4:10

John Weir is first recorded in the 1779 rental, which is useful in terms of trying to estimate

his date of birth which (which may have been c.17560). Again this would fit with

Alexander Weir in the 1766 religious returns being his father (and John Wielf the 1740

001 OAOOAT O ET OOCAET 1 AAOOGS OAOOOT O T AU EAOGA AAAI
for).87

The 1766 religious returns, which generally | have found to be a reliable source indicates
that there was only one Weir family in the parish of Magherafelt in the middle of the
eighteenth century. It is probable that we are dealing with one family descend from
John Weir of the 1740 returns and it seems most likely that he is the progenitor of the
Weir family of Ballynoghers8s

4EA pypc 3A1I OAOOE AT i PATU OAT OAl OEI xO OEAO ~*1i
for a fixed period of 13 years. This type of lease was much less valuable than a perpetuity

lease and the tenant was more financially vulnerable since the landlord coulitrease the

rent each time upon the expiration of the lease. As the lease was less valuable it is highly

unlikely that the transaction involved would have been recorded in the Registry of Deeds.

We know that John Weir junior of Tamnadas&as born c. 1784 and died 1870 so it is
most likely it is his father John Weir senior who is recorded in the 1796 Flax returns for
Magherafelt parish with a premium of two spinning wheel$? It seems probable that it is
John Weir junior who is recorded as head of household in the 1831 census and subsequent
" OEEZEOEOS8 OAI OAOGEIT 1 AT A OAAT OAOS

81 DE54/R4AI3A
82 D54/R4/3B
83 D654/R4/4
84 D654/R/4/5
85 D654/R/4/8
86 D4108/4/3/1

survived for all parishes in the county; the 1766 returns, which has survived for a limited number of
parishes including Magherafelt. In addition there are te 1796 Flax returns, essentially a list of farmers who
claimed for a premium for growing an agreed amount of flax on their farms.

88 The 1831 census shows four Weir households in the parish of Magherafelt again indicating that they
were a small clan in the area.

89 |n addition a James Wier in Magherafelt parish received four wheels (possibly another brother).
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1831 census
John Wier 4 males/1female 1 female servant (5 Presbyterian 1 RC).

There were four males recorded in the Weir property on census night, which includes the
head of household John Weir. Castledawson Presbyterian registers do not record any
Weirs from Tamnadase using the church for marriages or baptismi&John Weir junior
was unmarried and had no issue so his farm passed to his cousin John Johnston of
Aghagaskin, (this may indicate no male descendants in the Tamnadase line due to a lack
of issue or perhaps emigration). | have uncovered several souroé material evidence to
prove the oral tradition that the Tamnadase farm passed from John Weir to John Johnston.

In gh(‘e ’1858‘Griffiths Ava}luatipr] for Tam’ngdqese‘thn ngr i§ recqrgeq as a substantial
AAOI AO xEOE OEA 3A1I OAOO6 AT I PAT U(q
No2. John Weir 38 acres, 10p from Worshipful Company of Salters

" OEEZLAEOEO OAI OAOGETT EAO 1T A£ZO0AT AAAT AAOGAOEAAA
underplays the genealogical significancef this important source to the family historian

since the books wereperiodically updated and changes in occupancy recorded As you

AAT OAA AAT T x OEA OAAT dhdws thdnade oAdohin iveivbeity 4 Al T AA.
replaced by John Johnston. The red ink corresponds to a date, 1876, when the change was

recorded. This would usually be an indication that the occupier was deceased and

therefore the farm transferred to another person ofen a relation. | find these cancelled

books most useful in terms of helping to narrow down the search for a registered death.

In this case it seemed likely that John Weir had died sometime between 1864 (when this

cancelled book was started) and 1876. A sezh in the archive of GRONI in Belfast proved

this to be the case and the registered death of John Weir (recorded below) occurred in

1870292

Griffiths revision books for Tamnadases (1864-1878)

Z

The name of John Weir was stroked out in 1876 and replaced by John Johnston.

90 May have used another local Church but the Weir family appear to have been attached to Castledawson
congregation so this perhaps indicates a lack of issue in the Tamnadase line.

91 | am certain that even if the census returns for the nineteenth century had survived for Ireland that the
genealogist would still be using Griffiths valuation and the updated books since they contain a wealth of
genealogical material. In addition there arenaps that baccompany the valuation that show both property
and land occupancy so it is possible to trace exact residency and farms of ancestors from mid nineteenth
century.

92 Thjs search of the registered births, marriages and deaths in N Ireland can now be carried out online
since the GRONI platform came live in 2014.

93 VAL12/B/34/18B
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Registered death
6 March 1870 Tamnadace John Weir male bachelor aged 85 years Homoplegia 17 y¢
right side uncertified no medical attendant- Informant - John Johnston present at deat
Tamnadace 24 March 1870

In addition the manor of Sal rental also records the change in occupancy:

Manor of Sal rental 18691871 D4108/4/4/1

PLU rates4

TamnadeeceNo016 - John Weir stroked out replaced by John Johnston, Cartright's return
(March 1871).

Family tradition also maintained that John Johnston of Tamnadase died unmarried and
without issue and the registered death entry proved that this wamdeedthe case.

Registered death
16 Dec 1905 Tamnadace John Johnston male bachelor aged 80 years farme
Bronchitis & Cardiac disease 21 days certified: Informant George Watterson present
death Tamnadace: 20 Dec 1905.

With the death of John Johnston th&amnadase farm passed out of the family and itwas o
in possession of George Watterséhj E1 £ Of AT O | £ *T ET *T EI OO0OIT 1060 A
subsequently John Kane ¢.1907.

The Weir family of Ballynogher:

With regard to the Weir family in Ballynogher, the family pedigree has Hanna as wife of

William Weir (1764-1809). | have found no evidence to substantiate the name of William

7AEO080 xEZEA AOO 11T A AAOCEGIBI)se have hokdhshd ( AT T A 7
doubt the oral history of the family? With regard to their children | am in agreement with

the outlined pedigree but have added a William Weir (junior) to the tree since he appears

in the 1831 census in Ballynogher and the following year a William Weir acted as a

witness to the marriage of Bas Weir to Henry Johnston.

It seems probable that William and Alexander Weirecorded in the 1831 census for
Ballynogher were brothers.

1831 census Ballynogher
No 34: Wm Wier 2m/4f [6]
I txd !'1A@60 7EAO ciTpZE v+00Y8

The pedigree takes the family tree back one further generation indicating that Alexander
Weir was the father of William and John Weir. The date indicated (1766) refers to the
religious returns. In March and April 1766 Church of Ireland rectors were instrued by
the government to make a return of all householders in their parishes showing their
religion. Unfortunately the original returns were lost in the 1922 fire in the Four Courts,
Dublin. We therefore have to rely on the transcripts of Tenison Groves.

4EA OAOOOT O A1 O - ACEAOAEAT O 1 EOOO !'1 A0 7EAON
likely that he was the progenitor of the family. Indeed this is supported by the statistical

94 Poor Law Union
95 | have found no evidence to suggest the Wattersons were related to the Weirs or the Johnstons.
96 Only William Weir is listed on the Johnston headstone.
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evidence as there was only four Weir families in the parish of Magherafelt in the 1831
census almost certainly all were related.

! OAAOAE 1 &£ OEA OAT OAT O &£ O OEA 3A1 OAOOEG
religious returns did indeed reside in Ballynougher townland in a joint tenancy with

Wm Winchasterfor a farm of13 acres: 3rood & 38 perches

pxxWw OAT OAT 3 A1 OAOOSG ) OEOE AOOAOA

(sic) in Magherafelt parish. It is probable that he was the father of Alexander Weir of the
1766 census and 1778 rentals.

1779-1783 rental®

Appears to show Jno (John) Weir with Wm Winchester paying a rent of £5: 9: 10. It is
likely that is the John Weir, son of Alexander Weir whom who also held the farm in
Tamnadase. | suspect that Alexander Weir had died hence the change of name indicating
perhaps that John Weir was the eldest son.

The next series of rentals shows William Weir as occupying a farm in Ballynogher:

97 D6E54/R/A2A
98 DB54/RIAI2B
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1795 rental Ballynogher®
No8. William Weir 7a, 2r, 4p rent £5:8:6 value £14.

1796 rentalto0 jbid
1797 rental0t jbid

1800 rental Ballynogherto2
No 8. William Wier rent £58-6

1812 rental Ballynogher103
No 8. William Weir 7a, 3r, 0 p rent £5:8:84

1814 rental Ballynogher0s
No 8. William Weir 7a, 2r rent £58-6.106

The evidence points to Alexander Weir in occupation of Ballynogher and his son John
Weir moving to Tamnadase and another son William Weir remaining in Ballynogher.

John Johnston had an inscription placed posthumously on the family headston
memorialising his maternal grandfather William Weir of Ballynougheried 1809.

99 DB54/R4/3A

100 pg54/R4/3B

101 pe54/R4/4

102 pe54/R/4I5

103 pe54/R/4I8

104 The difference in size of the farm is probably due to different measurements used.
105 p4108/4/3/1

106 Both the 1812 and 1814 rental show that John Weir held in trust the farm of William Winchester
numbered 7 on the rent schedule.
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The headstone gives a date of death for John Weir of 1809. The last child baptised to
William Weir of Ballynogher in the Castledawson registers occurred on the 23April
1810107 This headstone was erected posthumously so the date of death mightt e

exact. Alsowesee@d El 1 EAI 7AEO ET OEA 3A1 OA0O0O6 OAT OAI O

challenges the date of death on the headstoA®.| do not have any real answers for this
discrepancy but it would be my interpretation of the family history that William
Johnston died quite young around 1809This date is taken to be an approximation since
the headstone was probably erected around870. Unless, there was a family Bible it is
hard to determine how the family would have known the date of death, leaving a ¢ain
margin of error, perhaps.

The documentary evidence uncovered corresponds well with the family pedigree, which

| have found to be internally consistent. It is probable then that John Weir listed in the
1740 household returns also resided in Ballynogher so | have included him as the family
patriarch in the outline tree below109

- L

Descendants of John Weir

e et
John
Weir

)

Alexander
Weir

IL

~
William John
Weir Hannah Weir
1764 - 1809

Family tradition records that the Weir family had its origins in the area of Dalseihf

Lanark, Scotland and came to Ireland around the time of the siege of Derry. Whether this
oral history is accurate cannot at this time be verified but there is no doubt that the

Weirs were Scottish in origin.

|

The paternal and maternal line of the emigrant ancestor Benjamin Johnston (1828
1895) is therefore outlined below for completeness-10

107 1810 April 21st Hanna (daughter) of William Weir, Ballynocher
108 1t is also possible that this may have beehis son, William Weir junior.

109 This is a hypothetical treebased on best available evidence but | am confident thete

records and oral tradition supportsthis narrative given that there appears to have been only one
Weir family in the parish of Magherafelt.

110 Note that some of the dates | have entered in the early family tree are speculative due to a lack of vital
records but are based on the best available evidence.
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Ancestors of Benjamin Johnston
Matthew George John
Johnston Stewart Weir
1710 -
—— — ——
Thomas Mary Alexander
Johnston Stewart Weir
1740 - 181
T : ] —
James William Hannah
Johnston Weir
1766 -182] -1809
— — —J
Benjamin Jane
Johnston Weir
1802 - 187| 1796 - 187
1 ]
1
Benjamin Jane
Johnston [—] McNeice
1828 - 189] 1831 - 189]|

Having completed the Johnston/Weir line, attention was turned to the paternal and
maternal line of Jane McNeice (1831892) wife of Benjamin Johnston (18021879).

It transpired that both the paternal and maternal ancestors of Jane McNeice had their
origins in the townland of Toberhead, which lies north of and contiguous with both
Aghagaskin and Ballynocker. Despiténe close proximity Toberhead liesn a different
DAOEOE j - ACEAOAQ AT A &£ Oi AA PAOO T £ OE

I TAAQGETT bDOT OAA O AA &£ OOOEOI 66 OET AA O
rich source for the family historian.

It will be remembered that the death record of Benjamin Johnston in AustraliB395

recorded that he was the son of Benjamin Johnstone aBetsy McCull of Londonderry,

Ireland. The mistake is now clear that the information given by the family recorded the

i AOAOT A1 COAT Ai T OEAO OAOEAO OEAT OEA DPAOAOT Al
was Jane McNeice Johnston who was the daughter of Elizabeth McQuMoCool. The

McCools were an early Toberhead family and were originally a Quaker family, which

opened upthe possibility of further research into the Quaker church records, which

generally are superior to other church records in Ireland. In addition | uncovered in

PRONI detailed records of a family dispute over land that revealed the maternal

grandmother of Jane McNeice was a Backhouse, another family with Quaker origins in

47T AROEAAAS "TOE -A#111 AT A "AAEEI OOA ££EAI EI EAO
Irish estate.

4EA OAAT OAO Al 01 OAOGAAI AA OEAO AT A -A. AEAASO
had remarried after the death of her husband John McNeice to a William Morton
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(another family with early origins in the area in the townland of Ballynocker). Morton

appears to have been a fiery characteand it is a result of his litigious actions over

property rights that so much family evidence has come to light (Morton Papers). The

-1 00T PAPAOOh ET AAAEOEIT O OEA 10AEAO AT A 6
Registry of Deeds opened an archivaf material on the family of McCool that has

allowed me to trace the family back to the seventeenth century with a degree of

confidence rarely afforded to an Irish researcher (and in addition the Backhouse family

to the very early eighteenth century).

Irish genealogical research is difficult, timeconsuming and often frustrating but
perseverance is a necessary attribute in order to succeed. It is almost impossible to
successfully engage in Irish family research in the period before civil registration
without the support of a competent professional researcher digging into the actual
records in the various archivesi!! Landis key to success. Search place rather than
surname. The genealogist is not only a family researcher but alaccompetentlocal
historian since knowledge of place and seeking out the sources pertaining to that place
are the keys to unlocking the past.

Toberhead proved to be a productive location in terms of evidential source material,
which allowed us to unlock the family history and extend the tree back into the
seventeenth century.

In order to maximise the utility of the evidence d one needs to understand the historical

context of the records uncovered. Toberhead formed part of the Vilk O0&6 ) OEOE AO
(often called the Bellaghy estate). The Bellaghy estate was purchased by William

Conolly, (a man of humble origins from Ballyshannon, county Donegal) who

subsequently became speaker of the Irish House of Commons and one of the largest

landlords and wealthiest men inlreland. Conolly wasa progressive landlord in his era

because he favoured granting perpetuity leases as a means to creating a strong,

progressive and upwardly mobile tenantry Effectively perpetuity leases were freeholds

and entitled the holder of the lease to a vote. This was one of the reasons why Speaker

Conolly granted freeholds on his estates.

(@}
>\
(@}

111 1t is of course possible for the amateur to undertake the search in the archives themselves if they have
spent time studying and learning the research methodologies that are necessary for Irish research.
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Landlords were often absent from their estates yea knowledge ofthe history of the

proprietor of the estates canoften provide valuable additional clues with regard tothe

OAT AT 00 I

I OEAEO AOOAOAO8 4EA

potp OAAAITTEITI

3EO

6 ET OT AOOGS
Baptist Jones in 1619 for 57 years. In 1625, the lease was taken over by Henry Conway.
&T 11T xETC OEA

#1 1 DATUBO ETT x1 AACA8 #1171 Oxi OOEU

x AO
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*TuEthe #1 17T Ox1 OC

I A

the Company appointed Lawrence Cox as their agent in 1658. Despite his misdemeanours,
#1171 Ox1 OOEU OAI AETAA AO OEA AT i PAT UGiscouAtEEA £ OAT
Massereene and by 1669 his sem-law, the Second Viscount Massereene was in charge.

In 1673 he obtained a new lease of 61 years [with a fine of £2,000 and an annual rent of

£200]. It is in this period that the progenitor of the McCool family made his fits

appearance in the local records (Quaker registers 1688/1689). John McCool may have

112 cp: Tracing Derry/Londonderry Ancestrors; Macafee. My thanks to Billy for kind permission to
reproduce the map.
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been in possession of a strong lease but the absence of estate records for the Massereene
Bellaghy estate are prescriptive in this regard.

William Conyynghamof Moneymore was commissioned by the Company to survey the

estate in 1697 but Massereene would not coperate. The company appointed William

Conolly (later Speaker of the Irish House of Commons) as their agent and he appears to

have seized the estate betmse Masserene was in arrears. Conolly took over the estate in

1714 when Massereene died. We are fortunate that a large collection of material is extant

£l O OEA AOOAOA OT AAO #11T111U80 OAT OOA &I O OEA

The opening decades of the ¥8century were a time of economic depression hence many

of the inhabitants and tenants emigrated to America leaving their lands3 The 1718

OAT OA1T AAAOO 10O OEEO OAOGOEITTU AT A OEIT xO OEA
in large tracts at low rentsz most of these were long established British familiez Browne,

Clark, Rowley, Arrell, Stafford and Downing. This abrogation ofutdes by the London

Companies and the subletting to middlemen was considered to liee worst feature of the

land system in county Derry in the eighteenth century.

In 1729 Conolly was negotiating to purchase the estate in fee simple for £6,000 and a rent

I £ Z¢cnn xEOE Oxi AZ£AO AOAEO8 ' £#OAO A OOOOAU 1T £
Conolly increased his offer to £15,000. Conolly died during 1729 and the mmhase of the

estate was completed by his nephewalso a William Conolly and he had obtained the

deeds by 1737. £10,000 of the purchase money was due by 1734, which helps to explain

the granting of so many perpetuities on the estate at that time. Because perpetuities

included initial fines that were reasonably substantial this was a quick way of radisg cash

initially. Also tenants holding perpetuities were regarded as freeholders and freeholders

could vote.

o I AT OETTAA OEA 6ET O AOOG AOOAOA xAO 1 AAOGAA E
OEA UAAOI U O /Abréce bf @odbyakgtor £12 iA liedtherd68 The estate

contained 32,600 acres [4850 square miles].Whilst researching for this paper | noted in

the registry of Deeds that Conolly granted several perpetuity leases in 1734hkoth native

Irish and British setters. The McCools were one family that succeeded in obtaining a

perpetuity lease in 1734 represented by Archibald McCool son of the original Jahn

The subsequent history of the estate was somewhat complicated. The nephew, William
Conolly was succeeded by his son Thomas Conolly and after his death the estate passed
into the hands of various persons who, through marriages to females within the Conolly
connection, managed to acquire an interest in the estate. In 1836 the estate was in the
hands of the Marquis of Lothian, the Earl of Strafford, the Earl of Clancarty and Colonel
Conolly, who were tenantsin-common. Strafford, for example, acquired his intest
through the marriage of Anne Conolly [the daughter of the Rt. Hon. William Conolly] to
George Byng of Wrotham Park. Byng was the family name of theaffords. Lord Strafford,
et.al held the estate until the compulsory Land Purchase Act of 1921.

113 p2094/21
114 p1062/1/16
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47 " %2 (%' $ ! . $ 4(% 6).4%230 34! 4%
The area of particular interest for our study centres on townland of Toberheadrothe
VintnA OO 6 TheéohtbeXanilies under investigation were rootd in the townland of
Toberhead namely- McNeice, McCool and Backhousehd latter two families were
originally Quaker in origin but later Presbyterian. The McNeice family were Presbyterian
but | do not preclude the possibility that they had been a Qiker family at an earlier
time.115

THE McNEICE FAMILY TREE

Jane Johnston nee McNeiedgfe of Benjamin Johnston:

Jane Johnston died Sunday 25th December 1892, Bendigo aged 56 yeanterred in
White Hills cemetery: Section C1.

According to her death recordJane Johnstouied in East Melbourne Hospital aged 60
years. Father unknown and Mother unknown. lappears that the family may not have
been present togive the information about her death. This often happened if someone
died in hospital a distancefrom home 116

"ATEATET *TET006118680 AAAOE AAOOEMBAMNOA pywu CAO
formerly McNeaseas seen below:

e« £

W deaael

Armed with this knowledge it was easy to find the marriage of Benjamin Johnston to
Jane McNeice which occurred |n Castledawson Presbyterlan Church in 1854,

: 18;@ Ma‘mage sblemmwd at oz

Yy Y e v A
s —'(;}f f{_,fi" }[ﬁltn ./Z

Accordlngthe marriage certlflcate Jane McNelce was aged 21 in 1854, WhICh gave her a
birth date of c. 1832/1833. The McNeice surnameés subject to an array of spelling
variations and it would have been easy to miss the baptismal entry for Jane McNeice in
the Castledawson Presbyterian church registers since the minister recorded the
surname as Meniss. This indicated that she was baptised in 1831 and was from the

115 | have not uncovered any direct evidence that the McNiece famibf Toberheadwere Quaker.
116 Someone in the hospital probably gave the details for the death.
117 castledawson Presbyterian marriages MIC 1P/90
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townland of Toberheadthe daughter of John McNeice confirming the details on the
marriage certificate.

20 Aug 1831 Jane | John Menlss Toberhead 7 Maghera

ﬂ;auj PO o

e . e -

£ J‘} 4,,..«,

Castledawson Presbyterlan reglster dﬁaptlsm5118
20 Aug 1831 Janef John Meniss Toberhead, Maghera.

In addition the registers identified one other McNeice batism:
10 Aug 1829 Arch'd of John McNiss of Toberhead, Maghera

I took Archibald McNeice to be a sibling to Jane. But the trail ended after the baptism of
Jane in1831. No other children were batised to a John McNeice in the registersn
addition the only McNeice household listed in the 1831 census for Toberhead was
headed by a Thomas McNeic&he absence of John McNeice in the census returns was
unexpected.

1831 head of household Tubberhead
No 45 Thos McNeice 2 households 3 males 6 females 9 Preshyterians

No~tice tha}t t~his hoqseholq hao[ t}No‘famiIie’s present so i't was possible tha:[ J‘ohn o . o
-A. AEAAGO EATEI U xAO OAOEAET C xEOE ATT OEAO OAI
a brother or father).

| AREOET 1T Al £OAcCi AT OAOU AOGEAAT AA EOiI i OEA OEOQEA
Castledawson Presbyterian Church gave indidan of another McNeice family in
Toberhead.

Daniel McNeice senior had a son baptised in Castledawson Presbyterian Church:
14 July 1806 Daniel of Daniel Menise, Toberheat.

1827 Tithe book Toberhead, Maghera
Danl McNeese senior had a farm of 12a, 2roods
Daniel McNeese junior had a farm of 5a, 2roods

1831 was headed by Daniel McNeiss (probably, senior):
1831 census Tubberhead
Daniel McNeiss head 3males/3females 6 Presbyterian

I was less than hopeful in developing the McNeice line any further and believed that |
had probably reached the limits of my research.

As mentioned previously a key research methodology is centered on locating sources
pertaining to the placename under consideration. | was mindful that like surnames the
spelling of placenames was subject to a great variation in the older records. Toberhead
was also rendered as Tuberhead or Tubberhead.

118 castledawson Presbyterian baptisms MIC 1P/90
119 castledawson Presbyterian births MIC 1P/90
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It was this search for sources in the- € ATNI PRONI catalogue that provided the
breakthrough on the McNeice family and also the allied families of McCool, Bachouse
and Morton. 1 outline below how | use the catalogue to find relevant documents
pertaining to Toberhead pre civil registration (1864).

1. Searching for returns on Toberhead narrowed by year 1600 -1864.

Search eCatalogue

Search using one or more of the fields below.

Any Text : toberhead Show Help
*' Description and Title Description Only ' Title Only
® Match ALL Match ANY Match
words word Phrase
Date : Year [1g00 To Year [1g64 Show Help
Month| Maonth | v
Day | « Day |
PRONI Ref : Show Help
Results per Page : ;7 Sort By : | PRONI Reference ¥

AP Search #) Clear

¢8 4EA OAAOAE OAOO

51 AA 1y OEEOO0G S

Qu

= : w7 =
PRONI Reference Date(s) Title/Description

D1044/192 29 August 1769 Thomas and James Micholson, Dublin to Thomas

0106211 c.1700-1942 Estate papers of the Earl of Strafford at Bellaghy, Co. Londonderry.
D4480/141 2T July 1827 Will of Archibald McCool of Toberhead in

ED/B/2/3/2 1860-1906 Mational Schools’ Correspondence Registers

LPC/e97 1 April 1734 Lease of Toberhead, Co. Londonderry from

MIC16/43 1740-1834 ANTRIM OR GRANGE MONTHLY MEETING [GRANGE

TN 17171832 Prerogative will extracts of: Edmond

VAL2/B/A3TE 1856 Parish/Town of Maghera - 6, in the Barony

3. The will of Archibald McCool was from a larger collection D4480 so | wanted to
ETT x xEAO Al OA xAO EI
for D4480 as illustrated below.

Search eCatalogue

Browse PROMI collections or navigate up and down the levels of a specific archive:

Input a PRONI reference
e.g. MIC354 or D623/B - please note that you cannot use the wildcard function (*)

D4480 42 Search

Or

Select the individual letter then the archive prefix
e.g. V and then VAL to browse Valuation Records

D and then D623 to browse the Abercorn Papers

M and then MIC354 to browse the 1901 Census
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Search Results
o m < [1-2] (W] (5]
PRONI Reference Title 1
D4480/1 19th century papers 1827-1900
D4480/2 120th century papers 13001997
o < (-2 @ 9

5. Having clicked on the D4480/1 (blue above) there is af urther breakdown of the
archive as seen below.

D4480 D4480 Morton Family Papers

Da480/1 D4480/1 18th century papers

m & [1-5] @ @
PRONI .
Reference Title Date(s) I
p44ago/1/1 [Will of Archibald McCool of Toberhead in 127 July

1827
D4480/1/2 |Fragment/Extract from a Will entitled "Memorandum of Edward Backhouse” regarding a dispute over property ownershig/ rights, in relation to 14 English c.1850
acres, valued at £350 sterling. Mo location is na

D4480/1/3 |A letter, consisting of a double folded 4 March
1852

D4480/1/4 |Letter to Mr John Maorton, addressed from 11 August
1862

D4480/1/5 |[A4 paper, written on one side, with handwritten 1810-1860

The D4480 archive revealed that theravere five interesting items concerninga number
of families in Toberhead but at this stage | had no real idea if | would find anything
relevant to the McNeice familyt2° | ordered the documents in order to have a closer
look. It transpired that some of the documents from the Morton Family Papers were

concerned about a legal dispute about land ownership in the townland of Toberhead. In

addition there was a wonderful outline of the family history of the Mortons of
Ballynougherback to the seventeenth century but at this stage | was not aware of any
connection between the McNeices and Mortons.

Some of the documents were penciled notes and the handwriting was difficult to

decipher. Some of the material was genealogical in nature providing names and dates in

an effort to clarify legal aspects of the land dispute. | soon realized that the Morton
papers were significant when | identified the name of John McNeice who was recorded

as having died 1831 married 1824. | ordered a photocopy of all five documents in order

to study them more closely at home.

Top of page D4480/1/5 Morton Family Papers

120 p4480/1/1 through to D4480/1/5
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It soon became clear that | had uncovered valuable family papers with regard to the
maternal ancestry of Jane McNeice (wife of Benjamin Johnston). The Morton Papers
opened up a vista on the family that provided further research opportunities in the
Registry of Deeds and the local Quaker records for Toberhead. | spent quite a substantial
amount of time reading through each document and trying to understand the contert

the Morton Papers to the point that | was able to recognize even the short hantithe
author. This time was well spent as the papers turned out to be genealogical treasure
trove and the fulcrum for unlocking the family history of the allied families of McNeice,
McCool, and Backhouse all from the townland of Toberhead.

McNeice genealogy continued.

The McNeice line still proved to be quite problematic. Both McCool and Backhouse

families were to be found in the local Quaker records and also held perpetuity leases in

theVinnAO6 O AOOAOA AT A OEA O1 AT OAOCET C 1T &£ AAAEOEI I
families much easier. | uncovered no evidence of McNeice in the Quaker records nor did

they hold a strong lease for their farm in Toberhead. Neveretheless, certain details from

the Morton Papers were fundamental in helping to draw up a somewhat tentative and

sketchy tree for the McNeice family taking us back into the midighteenth century.
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Analysis of the Morton Papers with regard to the McNeice family (italkomine).

D4480/1 stated the following:121
John McNeice died 1831 married 1824Klizabeth aka Betty McCohl
Archibald born 1825; Jane born 1827

Note z the dates for children are slightly out. Castledawson Presbyterian registers reveal
that Archibald was baptised 1829 and Jane 1831. | suspect then that the date of
marriage is also slightly out- | would place marriage c. 1826 based on the following
evidence again from Castledawson Presbyterian registé? - Miss Betty McCool was a
witness to the marriage of her sister Jean McCool to Robert McMaster 20 March 1825 &
| think this was the future Mrs John McNeice. So the marriage of Betty McCool to John
McNeice occurred after 20March 1825.

This document contains many genealogical gems and one single sentence provided quite
a lot of detail onJohn McNeice (father of Jane) as highlighted below:

Sarah McCool held possessiaf the farm& JohnMcNeice lived with her (his mother
in law) but never got possession & died at his father's.

A vital clue was contained thereiry that is John McNeice died sometime around 1831 at

EEO ZAOEAO80 OAOEAAT AA OAOEAO OEAT OEAO | £ EE
on the family farm. From this information we can discern that John McNeice took

Ol xAl1 AT A 11 OGAA OEI lekmily dhis fiAakdays BrQ BiedlaE O - A. AEA
OAT AGEOGAI U Ui di¢c i ATq AO EEOC EAAOEAOS8O OAOEAAI

Interestingly, a careful analysis of the 1831 census for Tubberhedslic) reveals that in

the household headed by Thomas McNeice that there were two adult families present in
the family home on census night. The 1831 census (extracted 1834 for religious
analysis) was much less comprehensive than other Irish censuses andh\sves intact for
the whole of County Derry. Unlike the 1821 census names of all the inhabitants were not
required, only those of household head&3 The 1831 census thus includes the name of
the head of household; number of adult households; and includes numbers and a
breakdown of the religious make up of those present on census day.

What is interesting for the household of Thomas McNeice in 1831 is that the enumerator
recorded two adult households present on the day of the census. The household
contained nine persons 3 males and 6 females all Presbyterian,

1831 head of household Tubberhead
No 45 Thos McNeice 2 households 3 males 6 females 9 Preshyterians

121 D4480/1/5 was an undated document but careful analysis of the contents and corroboration with other
source material enabled me to date the document to circa. 1862. Uncovering the date was paramount since
the paper contained valuable genealogical materialhe process of working out the date of this document
took several working hours but this was essential since this document in particular helped to unlock the
maternal ancestry of Jane Johnston nee McNeice.

122 Often the value of documents can be overlookegwitnesses to marriages were often relations; siblings,
cousins etc so it is important not only to keep a careful record of all material uncovered but scrutinize all

documentation carefully. Detailed source malysis always adds to the utility of the source material
uncovered. It is time consuming but also fruitful.

123 Counting the People: a survey of the Irish Censuses, 181811, E. Margaret Crawford, Four Courts
press, 2003 p. 16.
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According to the Morton archive documentatiort24 John McNeice died at his father's
house in 1831 that is the same year that the census was taken for county Derry. The
majority of rural households in county Derry are recorded as single households in the
1831 census. 108 out of the 109 households recorded the townland of Tuberhead in
1831 were single householdg$2s Only the householdthat of Thomas McNeiece was
recorded as having two adult families present on the day of the census. This statistic
confirmed my initial instinct John McNeice and his family were residing with Thomas
McNeice in 1831 and confirmed for me that Thomas McNeice was most likely the father
of John McNeice.

In addition, another Thomas McNeice (probably junior) was recorded in Toberhead

with his wife Susanna Scott baptising children in Castledawson Presbyerian Church

during the 1830s and early 1840s. With regard to the McNeice famillyis most likely

that the Toberhead family were all related descended from a common ancestor (none

xAO OAAT OAAA ET OEA pxtm 007 OAOOAT O ET OOAET I AA
seemed likely to me that Thomas McNeice was another son of ThoniMsNeice and

therefore a younger brother of John McNeice.

Both John McNeice (married Elizabeth McCool daughter of Archbald McCool) and
Thomas McNeice (married Susanna Scott) named their firstorn sons Archibald. Since
John McNeice inherited a valuable farm from his marriage to Elizabeth McCool | think he
named His first born after his father in law Archibald McCool.

So the putative treelooks as follows:

- L

Descendants of Thomas McNeice

Thomas
McNeice

John Elizabeth Thomas Susanna

McNeice McCool McNeice Scott
1791 - 1831 1792 - 1874 -1870 1798 - 1870

1 r

An added problem was to work out the relationship between the Daniel McNeice and
the Thomas McNeice in Toberhead 1831 census

1831 census Toberhead
Daniel McNeiss head 3males/3females 6 Presbyterian.

Daniel McNeice senior had a son baptised in Castledawson Presbyterian Church:
14 July 1806 Daniel of Daniel Menise, Toberhead.

1827 Tithe book Toberhead

124 p4480/1/5

125 Muliple occupancy of tenements was a common feature especially in the city of Londonderry in 1831
and also in other urban centres such as Coleraine and Limavady.
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Danl McNeese senior had a farm of 12a, 2roods
Daniel McNeese junior had a farm of 5a, 2roods

Daniel McNeice senior of Toberhead was a witness to a lease drawn up in 1796 between
Hugh Beaton, Toberhead, famer of the one part and John Gilmore, Co Tyrone farmer,
concerning lands in Broaghand that part of Toberhead East quarter and North Division

of Toberhead!26

Given date and location it seemed likely that Daniel McNeice (senior) and Thomas
McNeice of the 1831 census were at least cousins but possibly brothers so the quest was
to find the progenitor of the family.

Here again we have to rely on the Registry of Deeds for additional family information.
Daniel Backhouse of Toberhead conveyed part of his farm to his son Edward Backhouse
in 1757. Witnesses to this deed were Morgan Wilson aemnaroy, farmer &John

McNeesh of Toberhead, weaver.

This is the first recorded instance of the surname McNeice in Toberhead and one can
only conclude that John McNeice was the progenitor of the McNeice family of
Toberhead. | suspect but cannot provedefinitively that he is the father of Daniel and
Thomas McNeice of 1831 census but weight of evidence supports this hypothesis.

With regard to the eighteenth centuryfamily tree, we are in the realms of probability,
since the absence of material evidence in the Irish records is a constant barrier to the
certainty required of proof in the legal definition

This leaves us with a somewhat speculative tree taking us back into the early eighteenth
century. | will add here that this is a hypothetical tree based on the available but limited
evidence. This tree should be considered as hypothetical and not a defingedigree but

I include it here as the best working model.

-

Descendants of John McNeice

John
McNeice

Thomas
McNeice

Daniel
McNeice

Susanna

|

John Elizabeth Thomas
McNeice McCool McNeice Scott
1791 - 1831 1792 - 1874 -1870 1798 - 1870

126 ROD Vol 503 page 414; memorial number 324609

127 John McNeice was witness to the lease drawn up by Daniel Backhouse in 1757. Daniel Bachouse's wife
was Sarah McCool. The above John McNeice's grandson, also John McNeice was married to Eliza McCool.
Eliza McCool was great granddaughter of Daniel Backhoulsg Sarah McCool.
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Daniel McNeice junior appears to have had no issue (or emigrated). Archibald McNeice he
only son of John McNeice by Elizabeth McCool likewise, appears to have had no issue. The
remaining McNeices in Toberhead descend from Thomas McNeice junior by Susannah
Scott who had at least two sons and four daughters.

There is an interesting headstone to be found in Castledawson Church of Ireland
graveyard of an early McNeiss in the area.

McNEISS: Here lieth the body of Mary McNeiss aelleambard who departed this life Nov
24th 1804 aged 73years?s8

This gives Mary Lambard McNeiss a vital range of c. 17/3804. She would fit perfectly as
the wife of John McNeice, weaver, of Toberhead of the deed 1757, however, this is only
speculative!2® Lambard is an uncommon surname in the are&? | only include this as an
outside possibility that there was somehow that there was a Lambert connection to the
Toberhead family of McNeice.

The origins of the McNeice family:

| have found no evidence that the McNeice family of Toberhead were Quaker in origin,
however that does not preclude that earlier members of the family were linked with the
Society of Friends-3t

In the 1740 Protestant Householders survey in the parish of Termoneeny, Daniel McNish
was a head of household. It is possible given location and naming patterns that this Daniel
was the father of John McNeice of Toberhead, the weaver. Maghera parish and
Termoneeny parish are contiguous. There was an early Quaker meeting in Dunglady,
which was in Termoneeny parish and close connections between the Quakers of Dunglady
and Toberhead, which could explain why we find John McNeice in Toberhaadl757. We
have now reached the end of the achievable limits to this family search. Since John
McNeice putative progenitor was a weaver, documentary evidence is harder to uncover.
Farmers are easier to trace because land and perpetuity leases were vdileaand can
leave a documentary trace. But we do know that McNeices were in Toberhead froin a
least mid-eighteenth century.

128 There is also another headstone in Castledawson graveyard that fits as brother to Mary Lambert:
LAMBERT: Here lies the body of Edward Lambert who dept this life June 22 1808 aged 83 years [giving a
lifespan of c. 17251808].

129 And leaves us questioning why a husband was not also recorded on the headstone?
130 ship Westpoint from LD to NY 11 March 1806: Robert Lambert aged 26, farmer, Castledawson. Ship

Westpoint from LD to NY May 181% John Lambet. In addition the 1839 voters' list County Derry lists a
Joseph Lambert of Drumlamph as a £10 freeholder

131 see Appendix on McNeice family for early Quaker records from Ulster.
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McCOOL AND BACKHOUSE FAMILIES OF TOBERHEAD.

The families of McCool and Backhouse were interconnected from an early period since

the families were Quaker in origin and attended Tioerhead meetinghouse. The

emigrant ancestor Jane Johnston nee McNeice was daughter of John McNeice & Elizabeth
McCoolt32 The Morton papers gave me enough information that | was able to completer

a descendant tree for the children of Archibald McCool and Sarah Backhouse.

- L

Descendants of Archibald McCool

Archibald

McCool
1761 - 1828

Sarah

Backhouse
1761 - 1840

John

McNeice
1791 - 1831

H

Elizabeth

I  McCool
1792 -1874

|

William
Morton
1807 - 1874

|

Samuel
I  McCool

H

Jane

I  McCool
1800 - 1864

Robert

McMaster
1798 - 1886

|

Ann

I  McCool
1807 - 1869

H

Hugh
McMaster
1802 - 1887

H

Peggy
I  McCool
1808 - 1849

Robert

Stone
1801 - 1885

e B
Archibald
‘4 McCool

|

1 r

132 Elizabeth McCool was daughter of Archibald McCool by Sarah Backhouse.
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There is aremarkable consistency between the families mentioned in theee outlined
above and the returns of householders in Toberhead from Griffiths uation in 1858

(number 22, 24 & 26).

—1 L { renen, . B
09 a .IIugh M<Master, . | Captain Henderson, .
b | Thomas Badger. Iugh M<Master, .

[ 23 }Villia{&r (S}(l)n:mnon, . | Captain Ilenderson, .

A a |John MCoole, o . .

|23 4425 | Tobert 21 30ngter. | Tt Staflon i
i ="1Archibald M*Neese, -1;1(1 i ;‘1 (_'5011" o

- ni Hugh M*Master, "Tronch W SR
—- | Robert Stone, J el g =

A ¢ § Unoccupied, . . | Archibald M+*Necese,
- d | Wiliiam M Coole. . | John M*Coole, . .

n a | Patrick M‘Ilwee, . Same, ; 3
5 Al
- 1 Hugh M<Master, Earl of Strafford, Sir
¢ — | Robert M“Master, RobertBateson, Bt.,
54 a |IRobert Stone. and Lady Louisa
p a | Archibald MNeese, Treneh, . .
f =B

2 cJ
Through careful analysis ofthe Morton Papers | was able to determine, ifact that, the
original proprietor of this farm of land was the Backouse family.Sarah Backhouse was
the last remaining of the family line hence the land passed to her descendagtMcCool,
McNeice, McMaster & Stone families all gained their farms through the Backhouse line
and the legacy of Sarah McCool nee Backhoukkence, pots 22, 24 & 25in the Griffiths
valuation were all occupied by descendants of Archibald M@®l and Sarah Backhouse.

BACKHOUSH-AMILY TREE

The Backhouse family most likely came from the North West of Englandeve Quakerism
had its origins.Sarah Backhouse wife of Archibald McCool inherited the legacy of the farm
from her father Edward Backhouse (c. 173@799) and her grandfather Daniel Backhouse
who was married to Sarah McCodp3

This was a notable feature of life in rural Toberhea@ families intermarrying to local
families often distantly related. One reason for this was that some local families held
perpetuity leases and these were valuable leases to keep within the family.

133 From my research into the McCool family believe Sarah McCool was algbe half greatgrand-
aunt of Archibald McCool. That would mean that Archibald McCool and his wife Sarah Backhouse
were related z they were halfsecond cousins once removed.
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- L

Descendants of Daniel Backhouse

Daniel
Backhouse

-1757

Edward

I Backhouse
1730 - 1799

[

Daniel
H Backhouse

I

Unknown
spouse

[

John

H Backhouse
1734 -1779

[

Thomas
H Backhouse

[

Sarah
H Backhouse

[

Mary
I Backhouse

[

Elizabeth
H Backhouse

[

Margaret
' Backhouse

I

Steel

|

1 I

Here | will explain how the Morton papers were of primary help in unlocking the
Backhouse tree.

The Morton dispute has left a valuable paper trail of evidence that was very useful to
working out the complex relationships and descendants of Edward Backhouse, the father
of Sarah Backhouse and grandfather of Elizabeth McCool. This was the Elizabeth MtCo
who married first John McNeice and secondly William Morton. She was the mother of the
emigrant ancestor Jane Johnston nee McCool.
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After careful consideration of all of the evidence in the Morton papers the key documents
were dated to 1862134 Below is of a memorandum concerning the effects of the estate of
Edward Backhouse of Toberhead that explains much of the history of the family. Edward
Backhouse died around 1799 without a male heir so the property was split between two

daughters Margaret aad Sarah Backhouse. Subsequently, the estate was passed on to their
heirs.

Memorandum concerning will of Edward Backhous&®

134 p4480/1/

135 pa4so/1/2
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Memorandum concerning will of Edward Backhouse.

The property off which [William] Morton claims a living contain 14 English Acres valug
£350 stg- Edward Baccus died in 1799 leaving two daughters Sarah & Margaret. |
willed his property equally between them and their heirs. If any of the daughters die
without issue her share was to be divided between the surviving sisters. Margar
married Thos McGonigal by whom she had one only daughter who married Patrig
Mulholland by whom she had one child; that child died also its mother leaving none
Margaret's heirs surviving. Thomas McGonigal kept possession till his death at whig
time the heirs of Sarah Baccus claimed possession of Margaret's share, which they
and divided it equally between them. Elizabeth and her son Archibald getting fu
possession of ae fourth; off this Morton claims a living having been lawfully married
in the body of the church to the said Elizabeth Macool of which he can show the lin
(lives?) with every witness- Morton's wife had one son which died when a child the
property was inherited only by females and Morton's wife Elizabeth was one of them

Willam Morton married the widow of John McNeice (Elizabeth McCool) and believed he

was entitled to claim a living off the land. The family information provided shows that

Edward Backhouse in his will of 1799 left legacies to his only surviving issuwkaughters

Sarah and Margaret Backhouse. Margaret married Thomas McGonigle but we are told this

1ETA AEAA 10606 1AAGEIic 11 EAEOO O EARAEOO 1T &£ 3AO0

Sarah Backhouse married Archibald McCool. Her daughter Elizabeth (and her son

Archibald McNeice) got full possession of one fourth and it is this that Morton claimed a

1 EOET C T £2£& AO EA xAO | AOOEAA A%IARIU A A GO A- At EACROM
took this to mean the local established parish Church. A search of Maghera Church of

Ireland marriage registers produced a positive return.

| William Morton to Elizabeth McNeice of this parish Oct 2nd 1834 by licence 136 |

In addition to the Backhouse memorandum another valuable document outlined the
details of the disputed farm and also the legacied the will of Edward Backhousewhich
was probated in 1799.

At the bottom of this page was scribbled Wm Morton aged 55 his wife 68 or senear 70.
This would give William Morton an approximate birth date of c. 1807 and his wife
Elizabeth c. 17921794. This document was most useful in helping us to frame the faiyi
tree with dates.

The dispute was primarily between William Morton and Archibald McNeice concerning
his part of the legacy (through marriage) to the farm of 7 acres arable land, 7 acres bog,
freehold property.137 William Morewood acted as arbitrator in the dispute and in a letter

136 MIC1/201 Maghera Church of Ireland marriages. Note | checked baptisms 18361840 & burials 1839
1845 but no returns. Note- microfilm of poor quality.

137 Estimated value £350 sterling in 1862.
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AAOAA pp ! OC pforgny pak I wodd lie ol sdepea and comfort among
them as they are all my friend&®8 Friends in the context of the time often meant relations.
McNeice offered rood ground and a house but Morton rejected the deal.

In addition the document reveals that Sarah Backhouse otherwis®lcCool died about
1840. Other disputes broke ot after this date as mention is made tha{Robert) Stone
claimed against the two McMasters and William (Morton).

All of these gentlemen had married daughters of Sarah McCool nee Backhouse and
therefore had claim via marriage to the Backhouse legacy. Robert Stone married Peggy

-A#1 1718 4EA OOxi -A-AOOAOOGE xAOA (OCE -A-AO0O0OAO

McMaster who mariied Jane McCool. Stone and the two McMasters were therefore the
brothers in law of Elizabeth McCool whose son Archie McNeice was in dispute with
William Morton. This document was vital in constructing the outlined tree below.
Descendants of these familiestill reside on the Toberhead land that once was possession
of their Backhouse ancestors.

-

L

Descendants of Sarah Backhouse

Sarah Archibald
Backhouse McCool
1761 -1840 1761 - 1828

John
McNeice
1791 - 1831

Elizabeth

- McCool
1792 -1874

William
Morton
1807 - 1874

I e
Samuel
—| McCool

1_"_
Jane
- McCool
1800 - 1864

Robert
McMaster
1798 - 1886

1
Ann

- McCool
1807 -1869

Hugh
McMaster
1802 -1887

I e B
Peggy
—| McCool
1808 - 1849

Robert

Stone
1801 - 1885

Archibald
— McCool

_‘_J_

138 p4480/1/4
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Whilst | was able to trace the descendants of the female line the fate of the two sons
Samuel McCool and Archibald McCool remains shrouded in mystery. It seems that Samuel
McCool may have died as a relatively young man as he was to inherit the family farm.
Archibald McCool styled himself 'senior' in his will of 1827 so one assumes that he had a
son Archibald McCool junior (but the latter is not mentioned in the will). It is possible he
emigrated. The direct male line of Archibald McCool (died ¢.1828) appmao have ended
but female lines of Stone and McMaster continued ifoberhead?3®

The family tree of Edward Backhouse (died c. 1799)

Edward Backhouse was born into a Quaker family around 1730 and appears in the

Quaker records for Toberhead4° Initially he was a Quaker of good standing as the

i ET OOAO 1T &£ OEA 1 AT80 1 AAOGET ¢ EAT A AGf -1 OCAT 7E
5th month 1758 includes him asone of the active members alongsidéohn McMunn,

Jame McMunn jun, Archibald McCoo| and John Crawford.

Two years later the Quaker records reveal that he was censured adi$ciplined since he
had met and decided to marry in a Presbyterian meeting house and was removed from
the Quaker meeting.

Minutes 1760: This meeting being informed that Edward Backhouse, Archd McCool and
Olive Wilson otherwise McCaghy have joyned in marriage with persons not professing with
us: John McMunn & Morgan Willson are desired to draw suitable testimonys against their
transgressiors and bring them to the next mens meeting.

Discipline/Removals (page9)

WherasEdward Backhouse was educated in the profession of of the People called Quakers

& did some time frequent our Meetings for worship but forwant of a faithful adherance to

the dictates of that devine principle which was sufficient to have preserved him lhatn

prevailed to suffer himself to be called in a Presbyterian meeting house & married by a
Presbyterian preacher to a woman of a different profession we do hereby disown the said

Edward Backhouse to be of our society untik come to witness that Godly sorrow which

worketh true repentance which that the Lord may mercifully grant him is our sincere desire.

"EOAT AO A 1 AT60 1 AAGET ¢ EATA AO '1 OOEI OEA o0
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Presbyterian and they were married in the local Presbyterian meetingouse. Fromthe

Morton papers we learn that Edward Backhousbad at least two daughters Sarah and

Margaret Backhouse but no male issu&!

THE BACKHOUSE TREEDESCENDANTS OF DANIEL BACKHOUSE, SENIOR

From the Quaker church records and registry of deeds | was able to establish that the
father of Edward Backhouse and hence the progenitor tfie family was Daniel
Backhouse who was a witnesi 1717 to the marriage of Morgan Wilson of Toberhead.
Another witness was Archibald McCool of Toberhead,

139 TherewasAT | OEAO - A#i i1 TETA ET 41 AAOEAAA AAOAAT AAA AEOIT 1 G
140 MIC/16/43 (1758)
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Quaker records: 1717 marriage of Magan Wilson (of Toberhead meetingto Hanna
Gilbert of Aghagallon, Antrim in Lurgan Meeting: WitnessDaniel Backhas, Archibald
McCoole & Neile O'mony appointed to make enquiry about suitability for marriagé2

Daniel Backhouse and Archibald McCoolme into joint partnership of a perpetuity
lease for part of Toberhead in 1734.

Registry of Deeds/olume 176 page 49 memorial number 116751 Conolly to Beaton &
ors Registered 17 day April 1755

Leasebearing the date28 March 1734

Between theRt Hon Wm Conolly, Dublin of the one part & Samuel Beaton, Hugh Beaton,
Archibald McCowl*43 & Daniel Backhouse in the proportion of Vintners - East Quarter
Division 103 acres; 1r 20p arable & pasture and 51 acres, 2r, 16p boguatural lives

and lives of Archibald McCowl eldest son of John McCowl of Toberheaolhn

Backhouse, son of said Daniel Backhouse & John McCracken son of Robert McCracken
of Grange in said proportion: £14 annual rent; renewal of life £7. Witnesse#/arcus
McCausland, Deasey [Daisy] Hill, L'Derry & Geo Tiney, Dublin, Gent Signed in presence
of and sealed Marcus McCaukand & James Marley 7 Sept 1754

Dan'l Backhousebought into a joint perpetuity lease with the allied families of Beaton

and McCool44 We learn from the deed that his eldest son was John Backhouse a life in

the lease. Daniel Backhouse wBA AT OAAA ET OEA pxtn 001 OAOOAT O
in the parish of Maghera and Edward Backhouse in the same survey in the civil parish of
Termoneeny.lt seems likely that they were brothers one attached to the Toberhead

Quaker meeting in Maghera parish and the other to the Dunglady meeting in

Termoneeny parish.

Given the rarity of the surname ad the use of the Christian nameEdward and Daniel in
the records for County Londonderry | was struck by the following entry in the Quaker
records for Moorhouse in Cumbria, England confirming the birth of a Daniel Backhouse
on 17t of the third month (June) 1682145
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Longburghis a hamlet in the parish of Burgh by Sands near the city of Carlisle in

Cumbria, England. Cumbria was a hotbed of Quaker activity in the late seventeenth
century. An outflow Quakers migrated to Ireland from Cumbria due to a combination of

142 Thjs is the first reference to Daniel Backhouse in the Irish records

143 A variant of McCool

144 His wife was Sarah McCool daughter of John McCool the progenitor of the Toberhead McCool
family.

145 RG6/1243: Register of Births belonging to the Monthly Meeting of Moorhouse, Cumberland from 1654

to 1827, with a Register of Marriages from 1654 to 1827, and a Register of Burials from 1659 to 1828
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persecution and welldeveloped trade links between Northwest England and Ireland.
Both Dublin and Lurgan in Armagh were centres of Quaker economic activitsp.

I have no way of confirming if this Daniel Backhouse of Longburgh was the same Daniel
Backhouse we find inToberhead in 1740 but the coincidence is striking4 If it is the
same person then he was around fifgeight years old in 1740

In the year 1757Daniel Backhouse of Toberheadffset half of hisfarm to his son
Edward Backhousé#8 The deed was recordedn the registry of Deeds in Dublin in 1766
the same year that thewill of Daniel Backhouse was pobated in Derry diocesel4®

Registry of Deeds: volume 245 page 396 memorial number 162365

Backhouse to Backhouse

A memorial of a deed poll bearing date of 1 July 1757 & made between Daniel
Backhouse of Toberhead in county of Londonderry of the one part & Edward Backhouse
son of the said Daniel Backhouse of the other pagtunto the said Edward Backhouse
one half of irm in Toberhead:

Said deed is executed by said Daniel Backhouse & witnessed by Morgan Willson of
Lemnaroy in county Londonderry, farmer & John McNeesh of Toberhead aforesaid
weaver:

Memorial witnessed by said Francis Morton, Theadeus Williams 8kellagherty in said
county Gent.

Edward Backhouse <seal>

Reg 29 Oct 1766

The will of Daniel Backhouse of Toberhead was probatlin 1766 Dery Diocese butthe
date of probate is nd the same as the date of deathThere is a reference to a Daniel
Backhouse in the Quaker book of sufferings in 1759 It does seem likely that Daniel
Backhouse senior died sometime after 1759 and before 1766 when his will was
probated. This would give him a birth range of ¢.16861690.

4EA 1 OEAO OEAI £ 1T &£ OEA " AAEEI OOA EAOI ADPPAAOO
Daniel Backhouse senior namely Thomas and Daniel Backhouse junior as the following
advertisement in the Belfast Newsletter alludes to.

Belfast Newsletter dated22nd Jaruary 1773 page 3 column 4

Soldby public auction 13 Feb 1773 at the house of James McWhiney the interest of a lease
of lives renewable forever held under Thos Conolly Esq containing 12a 2r 36 and 8 acres
Moss in the townland of Toberheadhe title deed may be seen in the hands of Hugh &

146 parish Registers: Historical Treasures in Manuscript, Francis X McCorry, p 102 Lurgan 2004.

147 1t is possible that additional information on the Backhouse family of Longburgmight be available in

the Carlisle Monthly meeting records, which may record removalsf Quaker activiststo Ireland.

148 ROD 245: 396: 162365

149 As mentioned previously the Registry of Deeds provided a degree of legal security for
recorded transactions.So it appears that Edward Backhouse was ensuring that there would be no
legal dispute over his entitlement to the one half of the Backhouse farm.

150 MIC16/6 Book Q/5/5. This probably refers to Daniel Backhouse senior as in the same year
Daniel Backhouse junior was disciplined for being married to one of another persuasion by a
priest.
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Joseph Beaton of Toberhead. For further particulars enquire of Thomas or Daniel
Backhouse who will show the premises etc.

Registry of Deeds volume 298 page 29 Memorial number 196332

"AAEEI OOA 0 A1 6 O OF #1 0001 AU

Deed of lease bearing date 19 & 20 day of April 1773 made between Thomas Backhouse
& Daniel Backhouse of Toberhegdtounty Londonderry, farmers of the one part &
Joseph Courtney of New Ferry, County Londonderry- sum of £140 stg did grant,
bargain, convey unto said Courtney said proportion lands in Toberhead aforesaid then
in possession of the said Thomas BackhougeDaniel Backhouse containing by
estimation 12a, 2r, 36 p arable/pasture & 8 acres tubury in Manor of Vintners during
natural lives of Archibald McCool, Jno Backhouse & Thos McCracken & survivor or
survivors of them.

Memorial witnessed by William McNeil Bay of Coolbane, county Londonderry, Gent;
John Henderson of Bellaghy, Co Londonderry, Innkeeper & Bernard McGuckin city of
Dublin writing Clerk:

Registered 4 June 1773

Daniel Backhouse was the son of Daniel Backhouse senior as he is mentioned in the
Quaker records as Daniel Backhouse the youngét.l assume therefore that Thomas
Backhouse was his brother and both had inherited part of the Toberhead lease as part of
their father's will of 1766.152

QUAKER RECORDS ANTRIMWkerhead, Grange, Ballynachreetc)

In addition the Quaker records were also helpful in developing the family tree. Daniel

Backhouse (died ¢.1766) and his wife Sarah McCool were both practising Quakiées.

Mention is made of Daniel Backhouse of Toberhead in tiqguakersufferings of 1759.In

examining the Quaker records for Toberhead it is clear to see why Quakerism declined

ET OEA AOAA8s &EOA 1T &£ $ATEAI "AAEEI OOA8O AEEI AO
i AOOUET ¢ PAOOIT 1T O 1 Aavidgiaried Bubside theAainQr@y\were | 1 &6 8

excluded from the body of Quakers until they came to Godly sorrow and repentance for

the sin of disunity. Naturally, in an area dominated by Presbyterianism it was much

easier to find a spouse outside of the Quakeeligion. Thus, the descendants of many of

the early Toberhead Quakers are today Presbyterian families.

As early as 1742 in the minutes from the meeting held at Grange it was noted that
Joberheadmeeting is much lessoned of late by deaths of such fri&@Fhe mainstay of
the Toberhead meeting was undoubtedly Morgan Wilson. A meeting was held in his
house near Toberhead in 1758 and the minutés O AJéhih KidMunrjunior 155 John
Crawford, Edward Backhouse and Archibald McCool as being memberssent from the
Toberhead meeting.

In the year1760 both Edward Backhouseand Archibald McCoolvere censuredand
disciplined, the former for being married in a Preslyterian Meeting House and the latter
for being married by a priest. Two important Toberhead members were no longer

151MICc 16/43-1 ET OOAO 1T £ 1 A160 1 AAOET ¢ EAIT A ET ' OATCA om 1
152 From the recorded deed it appears that John Backhouse the life in the original lease may have

still been alive in 1773.

153 Quakerdatabase Dublin: (unsourced) marriage date of 1718.

154MIC 16/43-1 ET OOAO 1T &£ 1 AT 60 1 ARAOCET ¢ BA2ZA AO ' OATCA T1 »p
155 Rendered also as Mcllmunn in the local Quaker records.
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considered to be Quakers and parted company with old friends. In addition Daniel

Backhouse junior was disciplined in 1759 for marrying another of a different persuasion
xEQOEI OO0 EEO £AObIAndvirichihe dckndwileGged aAd fubthet

declareA D OAT E A1 UheddtiyAddry fér fhe saieédandhope that God will forgive

i A AT A OEAO UT O xEI 1 OAAAwWnether DaAiel Batkouse 51 EOU
became a practising Quaker again is uncertain formay behis descendants that we find

in the records of Castledesson Preshyterian Churchin the early nineteenth century?s6

Three Backhouse sisters Elizabeth (1758Mary (1770) and Sarahjunior (1770) were
recorded in the disciplinary minutes for having married outside of the Societ§f” The
latter gives confirmation to the fact that her mother was Sarah Backhouse, senior and
this may indicate that she was still alive in 1770. | suspect that one of the Backhouse
sisters may have married a local man by the surname of Lennoxthgre was a Bacchus
Lennox recordedET  OEA 3 Al OA O A@nothek sisfel Matgardt BEckpoyse ¢
was recorded in the minutes repenting from her decision to marry contrary to the rules
of the Societyto a man with surname of Steel®

In all the records indicate that the children of Daniel Backhouse senior by Sarah McCool
were: John, Edward, Thomas, Daniel, Mary, Margaret, Elizabeth and Sarah.

The Backhouse name did persist in th€astledawsonareawell into the nineteenth
century therefore there was issue from a male line most probably Daniel Backhouse
junior. 160

In the mid nineteenth century theGreat Famine had a massive impact on the
management and economic viability of landed estates. Many estates were mortgaged
and landowners unable to collect rents were forced to sell their estates. By an act of
parliament in 1849 an Encumbered Estates Couvtas established with authority to sell
estates on the application of the owner or encumbrancer (one who had a claim on the
estate). After the sale the court distributed the money among the creditors and granted
clear title to the new owners. The function®f the court were assumed by the Landed
Estates Court in 1858By 1881 the Landed Estates Court was replaced by the Land
Commission set up under the 1881 Land Act.

The Irish Encumbered Estates Rentals, deposited at PRONI, are in bound volumes and

are available for the whole of Ireland. These printed rentals or particulars of sale were

issued before the sale of a property and therefore contain very detailed informatioon

tenants and holdings on each estate in order tattract potential buyers. They are

divided into counties, townlands and tenements, the names of the parties involved and

OEA AAOA8 )1 Al OAAA AOA OA1T OAl 6h 1 APO 1T £ OEA
surveys of the estate. Many landlords ownegdroperties in local towns and villages, and

these too can be found in the Encumbered Estates Rentals.

156 | have no evidence that his brothers Thomas or Jolwere married. We know that his brother
Edward married SarahMcCoolbut they had only female issue.

157 Only Elizabeth Backhouse publicly repented of her indiscretion.
158 T1021/3 p.7
159 MIC 16/43 removal book page 11.

160 MIC 1P/190: Castledawson Presbyterian register had a Sarah Baccus baptised 22 July 1807
daughter of Daniel Baccus of Toberhead.
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The descendants of the Backhouse line were to be found in the LEC document McMaster,
McNiece and McCool as shown below in the LEC document.

As to Lot No. 10- Toberhead.—The part of the lands of Toberhead being sold
in this matter is held with other parts of said lands not being sold under fee-farm grant, dated
18th of December, 1876, and made between the Right Honourable George Stevens Byng Earl
of Strafford, Sir Thomas Bateson, Bart., and Lady Louisa Le Poer Trench, of the one part, and
Arthur Charles Fleming, a minor, by Catherine Fleming, widow, and Ellen Fleming, his
guardians, John Henderson, Robert M‘Master, Hugh M‘Master, Archibald Macneece, Robert *
Stones, Eliza M‘Cool and William M‘Cool, Robert William Newton and James Courtenay, of
the other part, executed in lieu of a lease for lives renewable for ever, dated 28th March, 1734, the
said Earl of Stratford, Sir Thomas Bateson, and Lady Louisa Le Poer Trench, in consideration of
the provisions of the Renewable Leaschold Conversion Act, granted unto the parties of the second
part all that part of Toberhead commonly calied East Quarter or Division, containing 153a. 2r. 36p.
Plantation measure, of which, at the date of said original lease, 103a. Ir. 20p. consisted of arable
and pasture, and 50a, 1r. 16p. of bog, as appears by a map thereunto affixed, all said premises
being part and parcel of the Manor or Proportion of Vintners, Barony of Loughinshollin, and
County of Londonderry, together with all rights, members, and appurtenances thereunto
belonging or in anywise appertaining: excepting thereout unto the grantors, their heirs and
assigns, all timber, timber trees, other trees, woods, and underwoods, which, on the 1st

September, 1766, were lying, being standing, or growing on the said premises; and also all
mines and minerals of copper, lead, iron, coal, quarries of stone or slate, and all other mines and
minerals and royalties whatsover, with full and free liberty of ingress, egress, and regress into,
out of, and upon the said premises, and every part thereof, for the grantors, their heirs and
assigns, with their workmen, with working tools, utensils, implements, carts, cars, and other
carriages, for felling, cutting, digging, searching, taking, earrying away, and using all and
singular the premises therein excepted, they, the grantors, their heirs and assigns, making reason-
able amends and satisfaction to the grantees, their heirs and assigns, for the spoil or damage that
should be occasioned thereby ; and also excepting unto the grantors, their heirs and assigns,
with their servants and attendants, full and free liberty of hunting, hawking, fishing, and
fowling on the said demised premises, and every part thercof, in all fit and proper seasons for
the same ; to hold the same unto the grantees, their heir and assigns, subject to the yearly rent
of £13 19s. 8d., payable on 1st May and 1st November, clear rent over and above all, and all
manner of taxes, charwes, subsidies, assessments, county charges, impositions, and payments
whatsoever, as well extraordinary as ordinary, charged or to be charged on the said granted
premises, or any part thereof, by Act of Parliment or otherwise howscever. Said grant
contains a covenant on the grantee’s part to grind all corn, &c., at the mill of Curran, and pay
the aceustomed toll. NoTe.— By deed dated 20th April, 1773, from Thomas Backhouse and
Daniel Backhouse to Joseph Courtenay, the lands to be sold in this matter were conveyed
to the said Joseph Courtenay subject to the sum of £1 11s 9d. with 6d. in the £ receiver's
fees, proportionable share of the head-rent reserved by said lease. The proportion of said fee-
farm rent which has been heretofore paid by the owner in respect of the lands to be sold in this
matter is £1 11s. 3d., which is about an equivalent in present currency, including recciver’s fees
and rent in lieu of fines, to the said sum so mentioned in said deed. The lands will be sold
subject to the entire of said rent and fees, but with such rights of indemnity and contribution
as may exist.  (See Conditions of Sale.)

Conclusion:

Jane Johnston formerly McNiece, the emigrant ancestor was the granddaughter of Sarah
McCool formerly BackhouseSarah McCoolvas heirto part of the Backhouse property
and leasein Toberhead which shenherited from her father Edward Backlouse in his
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will of 1799. This discovery was only made possible with the discoverf the Morton
Papers and has taken usn a journeyof discoverythrough the Quaker records of
Toberhead and even beyond. It sees likely that Daniel Backhouse, the original
patriarch was a first generationEnglish Quaker immigrant to Ireland most likely from
Cumbria in the North West of England.

| suspect that our Daniel Backhouse may well have been born in Longburgh in Cumbria
in 1682 the son of Edward Backhouse. In the Quaker emigrant flow to Ulsiieis

possible thathe made the move to a rural Quaker outpost in the townland of Toberhead,
county Londonderry. Further research may well prove this to be the case.

McCOOLFAMILY OF TOBERHEAD

CURRAM KILLE
Currar
TOBERHEAD KILL]
BALLYNOCKER
GLENMAQUILL
MAGHERAFELT TAMNIARAN
SHANEMULLAGH
OSGARRAN
TAMNADEESE
AGHAGASKIN
DRUNRAINEY
KILLYNEESE
B MULLAGHEOY BALLYHEIFER ANNAGHMORE

Toberhead lies to the north west of Castledawson. The main Belfast to Derry road

ET OAOOAAOO OEA O1I x11 AT A AUPAOOET ¢ OEA OEI 1 ACA
secondary road that runs off the main road and is clearly signposted and is a permanent

marker and reminded of the family under investigation in this study

The attachment to land and to place was a remarkable feature of Irish life up to recent
times.McCools have a documented record of residing in the townland ©bberhead from

at least 1688 until 1908 an unbroken presence of 220 years. The McCool family have left

OEAEO EIi POET O 11 OEA O1I Pi COAPEU 1T &£ OEA 11T AAI A
easily seen off the main Derry road. Part of Toberhead is alsé¢ 1 AA - A#1 11 A80O NO.
again referring to the same family that is so clearly identifiable with Toberhead.

The McCool family were initially a Quaker family, which was fortunate for research
purposes since Quaker Church records are usually superior to other Church records. The
family also managed to get hold of a valuable perpetuity lease for part of Toberhead,
xEEAE & O AA PAOO T £ OEA 6EI O1 A0OOGS " Al 1l ACEU A
Oi OEA )OEOE (1 OOA T &£ #1111108 4EA 6EI O1 AOO
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Dublin were searched for this paper and provided valuable additional information on the
McCool family. In addition the Morton Family Papers, which were in effect, a record of a
family dispute over land in Toberhead, shone a light into the various family onections

in the early nineteenth century.This fortuitous combination of records has opened up a
vista into the origins and development of the family treeind | have been able to trace the
family back to the late seventeenth century with a degree of confidence rarely accorded
an Irish genealogist. | propose the following family tree as a best working model or
hypothesis. But the records do exist that connécthe various gerneations of McCools that
resided in Toberhead for 220 years.

Mc Cool ebs Road

h
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Generations One and Two

John McCoole was a resident of Toberheatl the time of the Williamite Wars (1689
1691) in Ireland and was one of the early Quakers in the region. He suffered at the
hands ofboth the Irish and the British army as the following records confirm:

Sufferings of Quakers at the hands of the Irish Army, 1688/ 9161
Londonderry (Toberhead, Dunglady & Coleraine)
John McCoule good to value of 83-0

John McColle himself stript, two horsed take tthe value of £16:14:0

Forceably taken by ye British Army 162
John McCool oats and barley worth G20-0

The evidence indicates that John McCool was the patriarch of the Toberhead McCool
family. It appears that his wife's name was Olivia or Olive. He does not appear in the
Hearth Money Rolls for Co Derry, 1663, which does not preclude his presence since the
returns were far from complete. It is in the Quaker records we find John McCool.

Dunglade meeting (Dunglady) 1696 163
John McCool
Grange meeting 1702 164
John McCoole & Olive McCool

Quakerism had its origins in the northgwest of England in the mid seventeenth century.
William Edmunson established a meeting in Lurgan as early as 1654. Quaker meeting
houses in the Bann Valley area that were formed in the late seventeenth century
included Toberhead, Dunglady and Coleraine in county Derry and Ballynacree (on the
Vow road near Ballymoney), Lower Grange near Portglenoraad Antrim town on the
east side of the Bann in County Antrim. Ideally weekly meetings were to be held in each
of these regional locations (often in a local home) and then representatives were to be
sent to the monthly meeting held in Antrim, which appeas to have been the regional
centre for Quakerism in the area. In reality albf the local Quaker meetings struggled to
survive in the region because Presbyterianism had become strongly embedded in the
Bann valley from the Ulster Plantation. Most of these regional outposts struggled on
throughout the eighteenth century but diminishing numbers caused by an outflow of
emigrants and local decay saw the closure of most by the year 1800. Antrim alone has
had a continuous and unbroken Quaker presence in the region.

Early records for the Quakers in the regional outposts of Ballynacre€oleraine,
Dunglady and Toberhead are to be found in the monthly minutes of the Antrim meeting.
In addition the Ulster Quarterly meeting minutes occasionally give additional
information on the progress of Quakerism in the area.

161 p2224/1
162 D2224/4
163 T1062/41/65
164 T1062/41/65
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The following is a chronology of the Quaker meetings in Derry & Antrim

The earliest Quaker house was Toberhead, Maghera in the home of Archibald Scott
1655-60.165 Also a meeting was held at [Lower] Grange near Toomebridge at the same
time.

A meeting was organised in Antrim town in 1669 and this was followed by Coleraine
and Ballynacree [Ballymoney] in 1673.

In 1692 a meeting was formed in Dunlady [Dunclaudy & variant spellings] in the home
of William Henderson near Swatragh in Derry.

In 1738 'Downglady' became part of Toberhead.
By 1796 Toberhead ceased to exist as a meeting place for Quakers.

The Toberhead meeting was held occasionally in the home of the McCools and also the
Greggs also committed Quakers in the area.

McCool homestead and sometimeQuaker meeting house, Toberhead

7EITTEAT %Al O1 60T h A EAIT OO0 10AEAOR OAEAOOAA O
fascinating insight into the structure of Quakerism in Derry and Antrim in his diary

recording his travels in the years 16981700. It is almost certain that he was in contact

with John McCool in Toberhead.

Edmunston Diary
In the sixth month, 1698, | travelednto the North. Next day to the quarterly meeting
near Ballinderry, which continued part of three days, for the worship of God and

16508 OEAT AOGG )1 OAT 1 ECAT AAOh 61101 A ped 7EITEAT - -11
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church affairs. When the service of the meeting was over, we went to Lurgan meetin
and their to Ballyhagan meeting, and so to the meeting beyond Charlemount, and
Toberhead meeting near Salter's Town, where many Friends met us, also many oth
people came, and a heavenly meeting it was. Then we went to Grange; there to
Colerain, and so to Dunclaudyneeting; in all which meetings with Friends, the mighty
power of the Lord did accompany us in his word and testimony, to the comfort and
confirmation of faithful Friends and placing of judgment on the unfaithful. Now
having so far gone through Friends' metings we entered on the mountains in the
county of Londonderry, and had a meeting at Dungivian a first day, to which came
many people, several persons of account; and all seemed to be well satisfied with
what was declared in the authority of the Lord's Spirit and power, which reached his
witness in their hearts.

27th of the sixth month, 1700.

After this meeting we rode to John Whiteside's near Charlemount, fifteen miles, and
the next day had a heavenly meeting with Friends at their meetingouse, and on the
day following went to Toberheadtwenty miles; the next day, being first day of the
week, we had a meeting with Friends at Thomas Gregg's house, many Friends met
there, from Grange and Dunclaudy; then we went to Colerain, and had a meeting
there, and several Friends came out of the aatry to it; from there we rode to Grange,
and had a meeting there with Friends, and another at Antrim.

The McCool family managed to take hold of a valuable perpetuity lease (three lives
lease) in 1734 for part of the townland of Toberhead T OEA 6ET 01 A0O6 O AOOAOA:
landlord William Conolly, Speaker of the Irish House of Commons, was reputedly the
wealthiest person in Ireland at the time of the lease 1734. With regard to the townland

of Toberhead| was in a fortunate position to have access to a relative complete archive
of land records in the form of estate papers and the Registry of Deeds, Dublin in addition
to the Quaker church records. The discovery of the Morton Family Papers in PRONI
addedanother valuable family archive since there had been intermarriage between the
Mortons and the McCools of Toberheatf® The records were revealing and | have been
able to put together a cohesive tree descending from the progenitor of the family John
McCool born around the midseventeenth century and linking this to Tommy McCool of
the same family who resides in Colerainé®’

| propose this tree as the best working hypothesis but having spent countless hours

putting together the pieces of the jigsaw from the available evidence | am confident that

the line of descent is as accurate as the records will allow. The majoritytbe original

McCool family left for Pennsylvania in the early seventtenth century in a Quaker

migratory wave to Pennsylvania. A few family members remained to farm the family

AAOI AT A OEAEO AAOAAT AAT OO AOA OAA@MSBHAA ET OEA

On the 8" March 1908 the widowMary McCool (nee McCalliondlied at Toberhead aged
90 years thus ending the McCool line in Toberheatf®Her husband William McCool had
encumbered the farm in Toberheadvith debt and after his death in 1880 and the farm
passed out of the family. Thus, we have recorded and documented evidence of the
McCool surname in Toberhead from the year 1688 until 1908, a continuous presence of
over 220 years. There are many McCookdcendants in America but the Irish line has

166 D4480/1 -2 Morton Family Papers
167 Tommy McCool a talented local painter and one of the last links to the Toberhead family.

168 |n the 1901 census Mary McCool resided with her daughter Marianne Kirkwood in
Toberhead.

73



McCool, McNiece, Johnston, Weir, Backhouse, Morton families

AEI ET EOEAA COAAOQOI U xEOQOE 4111 U -A#I
resident in Ulster.

| 60 AZAIEI U

We have established that the first generation began with John McCool who was residing

as an adult inToberhead in 1688. | have been unable to garner any additional

information concerning his origins, whether he was a convert to Quakerism or born into
the faith. John McCool died sometime before Eleventh Month (January) 1719/20, when

/
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circa. 1655.
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In 1729, his widow Olivia emigrated to Pennsylvania and a descendant kept a copy of
the original certificate of removal, which is included here too for posterity.

rron't'sfr 2ce -

AN IRISH QUAKER’S CERTIFICATE OF REMOVAL TO PENNSYLVANIA, 1729

N S 2 O

o 2 leaer Olivis M Cof. From IR
%ﬁrs- m? Ww«% Cliert Q,m:%%/y{(é@/%
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Certificate of Removal from Belnacree MM for Olivia McCool:

From Our Mens Meeting held at Belnacree
In the Province of Ulster & North of Ireland
the 5th day of 2nd mo 1729

To Friends in America or Elsewhere
Dear Friends, Brethren & Sisters:

After the Salutation of Love, We Signifie unto you that our (Dear?) Friend Olivia
McCool (?), Widow & Relict to John McCool Decd, Intending to Transpoarte herself,
Ordr to Settle in America, now she, Pursuant to the Good order Accustomed among
us, laying her said Intention Before us, Upon which having made the Necessary
Enquirey, find Nothing to Obstruct her Intended leaving And Therfore Doe Certifie
that the afSaid Glia McCool hath Beheaved her Self Orderly, liveing In Good Unity &
Fellowship with us, and doth Leave this In the Same, being also free from Debt, And
Wee Sincerly Desire her Wellfare & preservation Both Spiritually and Temporally,
And Recomendher to the Care of Friends Wherever her Dwelling place may be.

Signed In and on Behalf of Said meeting by: Thomas Gregg, Robert Moore, William
Moore, John Knox, James Moor, James Moore, James Starett, James Henderson,
William Moore, Lewis Reford, Samuel Wilkinson, Francis Wilkinson, et al

Friends at Belnachree (Ballynacreemeeting in 1729 granted to Olivia McCool, widow
and relict of John McCool deceased, a certificate of good conduct that she could present
to Quaker meeting in America. That the certificate of removal was granted at
Ballynacree is incidental. Olivia McCoalould have received the certificate from any of

the local Quaker meetings since she was a wddhown and active Quaker in Toberhead
where she residedOlivia had continued to hold the local Friends meeting in her home
AEOAO EAO E OO Alkfithg Bl€venth Mdné B 8L9/20 Widaw McCool's

house in Toberhead, was to be registered as a meetihguse.®°

/' 1T EOEA -A#111 xAO *TE1T -A#11160 OAAIT 1T A xEZEA8 4

when | was investigating the family of his daughter Jane McCool of Toberhead who had
married Arthur Willson of Lemnaroy in 1725.

#1i8 ,TTAITAAOOU 10AEAO -A08 .1 OEAA pxcu
7EI 1 &1 80

Jane McCool married into a local Quaker family by the name of Willson. Her husband
was Arthur Willson who had a brother Morgan Willson who was a prominent member

of the Toberhead meeting’t - T OCAT 7EIT1 01160 OiI 1T ET 1 Ax
prominent member of the Toberhead meeting but by the time of his death in 1801 the
Toberhead meeting had been dissolved.

The family tree of the Willson family is outlined below?"2

169 T1062/41 pp. 17, 95, 147. T1062/46 p. 30
170 T1026/46 p. 44
171 There was a William Wilson in Toberheads early as 4 Aug 1686 who may be the progenitor

* AT A -

" AOOA]
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Manuscript Commission, 1983 d.13.
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Descendants of Wilson

Wilson

—  Wilson

—  Wilson

I  Wilson

—  Wilson

- Wilson

Hanna
Gilbert

|

Hannah
1728 -
Francis

Dickson

1725 -1810

e
Anne

1728 -

I

Jacob
Kirk

[

I

John

Trueman
-1750

I

[

Sarah

1731 -

I

Robert
Johnston

[

Elizabeth

1734 -

George
Gregg

[

Mary
1742 -

Gervais

Johnstone
1733 - 1801

—  Wilson

I  Wilson

—  Wilson

—  Wilson

- Wilson

Jane
McCool

1
Margery

'I_I_
e
Jane
'I_I_
e
Thomas
-I_r
e
Mary

Thomas
Faucet

Olive

Charles
McCaghey

|

L —
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Arthur Willson died sometime around 17591"3His widow, Jane Willson nee McCool
decided to emigrate to America in 1763 upon receiveing legacies from the will of her
brother John McCool of Delaware in 1761. | take this John McCool to be the son of John
McCool senior the patriarch. This will was of grat help in sorting out the early tree of

the emigrant ancestors of John McCool senior.

The Last Will & Testament of John McCool (Jr.), New Castle Co., DE dated
February 26, 1761 :

Be it Remembred that | John McCoole of New Castle County on Dellaware

| will & ordain that my Sister Jane Willson Wife of Arthur Willson of the County of
Londonderry in the Kingdom of Ireland, have, possess & Enjoy all the profits privilieg
use & Benefits of all that Tract or Parcel of Land

| give & bequeath unto my Sister Jane Willson before mentioned the Sum of Fifty
Pounds of like money to be paid to her or her Lawful Heirs, when Lawfully demande
with Lawful Interest for the same.

In order for her to progress to the New World Jane Willson required a certificate of
removal from her Irish Quaker friends and it is within this document that shaft of light
into the early origins of the family. The certificate of removal was approved by the
Quaker meeting at Grange.

Antrim/Grange with Toberhead Quaker meeting minutes’#

To friends of Newcastle County Pennsylvania or Elsewhere in America

Dear Friends,

Jane Wilson, widow of Arthur Wilson Deceased having acquainted us that she
puropsesgoing to your land & To take her daughter Jane Wilson with her and desirin
a certificate.

We therefore hereby Certify that the said Jane Wilson the Elder both during her
Husband's life & since his decease has been of a sober, orderly conversation & that
her daughter Jane Wilson the younger so far as we know hath been of sober
conversation & Leaes free from Marriage, Ingagement, & as they both these parts in
unity with we recommend them to your brotherly care & Advices & as we are
informed said Jane Wilson the elder is going over on account of a Legacy left her
by her Half Brother Jno McCool, late of your county, not doubting your friendly
Assistance in that or other respects we conclude & remain your loveing friends:
Signed on behalf of our six weeks men & women's meeting held at Grange for Antrir|
Quarter in the Province of Ulster the 26 of the 3rd month 1763

Hanna Bready, Sarah Bready, Mary Wilson, Jane Clark, Ann Clark:

Morgan Wilson, Richard Steer, Samson Bready, Samuel Clark, John Dean, William
English, William Gregg, David Hunter, James Robson, William McMullan, John Clark
Thomas Greer.

Fortunately, the Grangemeeting, gave additional and revealing family information that
John McCool of Delaware was the hdbfother of the emigrant Jane McCool. This vital
piece of information shone a shaft of light into the structure of the first and secd
generations of the McCool family and helped me to make sense of the early tree. Without

173 His will dated 1759 registered in the ROD
174 MIC 16/43 & AM5/1
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this detail | may never have been able to make meaningful connections between the
early generations of the family. What had been previously confusing now made sense
light of this family revelation. Other pieces of the jigsaw began to fall into place and the
documentary evidence uncovered further details about the tree.

John McCool senior was married twice. We do not have the name of his first wife.

I had noticed in the sufferings book for Quakers register that an Archibald McCool
appeared in the records for Toberhead from 1706 onwards and it seemed most likely
that he was the eldest son of John McCool by his first wité>

1706 sufferings County Londonderry
Parish of Maghera

Archibald McCull

John McCull

1708 sufferings County Londonderry
John McCull
Archibald McCull

1709 sufferings County Londonderry
John McCool
Archibald McCool

1710 sufferings County Londonderry
Maghera parish

John McCooll

Archibald McCooall

These sufferings are the lists of adults who were punished by the state for refusing to
pay tithes to the Established Church of Ireland. Archibald McCool first appears in the
sufferings book of 1706and we can estimate his birth range as circa 1680 to 1690.

It is through this Archibald McCool that the Toberhead McCools are descended. We find
him resident in the parish of Maghera in the 1740 Protestant Householders' survey

listed as Arch. McCoule. It seems likely that Archibald McCool was a son of John McCool
senior by his first marriage’® Archibald was probably the eldest son and as a result
would have inherited the family farm and lease. It appears that most of his siblings
migrated to the New World.

A problem remains with the early McCool tree for the first two generations in that | am
unable to determine which children belong to which marriage.

It seems probable given the evidence that Archibald and John were children of the first
marriage and Jane of the second marriage.

Yyl EEO xEll 1T &£ pxoep *TET -A#11160 OAEAOO
sisters and makes no distinction in consanguinity.

175 T1062/48 Quaker sufferings book 1706; 1708; 1709; 1710
176 As was John McCool of Delaware will probated 1761
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The Last Will & Testament of John McCool, New Castle Co., DE dated February 26,
1761:

Be it Remembred that | John McCoole of New Castle County on Dellaware

Item: | give and Devise unto the monthly meeting of Duck Creek Composed of the
People Called Quakers, my Mansion House and Plantation thereunto belonging, .. . .
Except the Buildings, Clearings and Improvements made on the upper End of the sa
Tract of Land, being that part now in the Possession of Peter Hiard & Sidney Peery
Widow; Together with Twenty Acres of Woodland next Adjoining the said clearing
and Improvement. . . .. , My Will is that my loving Friend Jacob Janney and his now
Wife Elizabeth, Have, possess and enjoy the same, . . . ..

Item: | give & devise unto the Yearly Meeting of Philadelphia Composed of the Peop
called Quakers all that part or parcel of Land now in the Possession of Peter Hiard &
Sidney Peery Widow; Excepted in the Paragraph, . ... ..

Item: | will & ordain that my Brother Samuel McCoole, have, possess & enjoy, all the
profits, privelieges Use & Benefits of one Moiety . . . . ..

Item: My Will is that my Nephew John McCool Son of my Brother William McCoole,
Deceased, have possess & enjoy all the profitsiveliege, use & benefits of the other
Moiety or half Part of the aforesaid Tract or parcel of Land (being that part whereon
his Mother Susannah McCoole now dwells)

Item: 1 will and Ordain that my Loving Kinsman John Meriss & his now Wife Mary,
have, Possess & Enjoy all the profits privilieges use & Benefits of all & singular them
two Tracts or Parcels of Land or Plantations Scituate lying & being in Georges Creel
Hundred in the County of New Castle aforesaid, and on the South Side of Sdettan, .
..... , they or either of them yielding & paying unto their Daughter Susannah, the J
& full Sum of Forty Pounds Current Money of the Goverment aforesaid, at the day of
her marriage or her arriving to the Age of Twenty one years . . . the said Lands &
Premises to be & descend unto the next male Heir of the Body of the said Mary Mer
Lawfully begotten and in failure of Such Heirs, to be & descend unto to my Nephew
John McCool Son of Walter McCoole . . . ..

Item: | will & ordain that my Sister Jane Willson Wife of Arthur Willson of the County
of Londonderry in the Kingdom of Ireland, have, possess & Enjoy all the profits
priviliege use & Benefits of all that Tract or Parcel of Land . . . . . ..

Item: My Will is that my Nephew John McCoole, Son of James McCoole, Deceased,
have, Possess & Enjoy all the profits privelieges, Use & Benefits of that Tract or Par
ofLand........

Item: | give & bequeath unto my Kinsman James Butler, Living in Jerseys the Just &
Sum of Fifty Pounds Current Lawful Money of this Goverment, to be paid to him or h
Heirs by my Executors when Lawfully Demanded.

Item: | give & bequeath unto my Brother Walter McCoole the Just & full Sum of One
Hundred & Fifty Pounds of like money to be paid to him in Bonds or Obligations upo
Demand.

Item: | give & bequeath unto my Brother Samuel McCoole the Sum of Fifty Pounds ¢
like Money to bepaid him in like manner.
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Item: | give & bequeath unto John McCoole, Son of the Said Samuel McCoole the S
of Forty Pounds of like money to be paid to him in like manner.

Item: | give & bequeath unto my Nephew John McCoole, Son of James McCoole,
deceased, the Sum of Fifty Pounds of like Money to be paid to him when he comes 1
age to recieve it according to Law, with Lawful Interest for the same.

Item: | give & bequeath unto my Sister Jane Willson before mentioned the Sum of Fi
Pounds of like money to be paid to her or her Lawful Heirs, when Lawfully demande
with Lawful Interest for the same.

Items: (He carefully arranges for the education, freedom from servitude, and
continuing support (as needed) of nine slaves).

And Lastly, | do hereby Nominate, Constitute & appoint Trusty and well Esteemed
Friends Robert Richardson & John Meriss, both of New Castle County, Executors of
this my last Will and Testament, . ........ declaring this & no other to be my last W
and Testament In Withess Whereof | have hereunto set my Hand and Affixed my Se
this twenty Sixth Day of the Second Month Called February in the Year of our Lord
One Thousand Seven Hundred and sixty ore---- 1761.

Signed Sealed and Acknowledged by the Said John McCoole (Seal)
John McCoole to be his last Will and Testament
in the presence of us.

Robert Patterson
Edith Patterson
her

Esther ( X)) Boyd
mark

The will of John McCool 1761 and other records from the Quaker records in America
were useful in building up a picture of the second generation of the family. | have
attached Archibald and John to the first marriage (unknown spouse) and all other
known children to the second marriage with Olivia (unknown maiden name). This in
part may explain why the widowed Olivia emigrated to America in 1729. There is no
proof of death but one assumes she died in America amongst her family.
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- L

Descendants of John McCool
Unknown
spouse Olivia
-1729
L L
John Jane
—  McCool — McCoo
-1761
Mary Arthur
Howie Wilson
-1761 -1759
L L
Archibald Samuel
{ McCool I McCoo
-1740
-I_I_ -I_I_
L
William
I  McCool
-1761
Susannah
Baker
-1761
Walter
I  McCool
-1761
-I_r
L
James
I  McCool
-1751
Anne
Wright
-I_r
e
Gabrie
I  McCool
-1729
-I_I_
L
Sarah
H{ McCool
1699 -
Danie
Backhouse
-1757

1 I

The children of John McCool in America:

The will of John McCool junior 1761 mentions brothers Samuel McCool, William McCool
deceased, Walter McCool, James McCool deceased (will 1751), Sister Jane Wilson in
Londonderry. In addition James McCool emigrated to America with his brother Gabriel
McCoolin 1725 with a certificate of removal from the Quaker meeting in Dunglady”.’

177 Quaker database Dublin
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"AAOEAT -A#1 17180 AOOAOA x Adeakthdn thé Backiibds®AA pxc w38
family genealogy revealed that the wife of Daniel Backhouse was Sarah McCool most
likely another child of John McCool seniot.’®

Back to the Toberhead family.

7A EET A ET OEA pxtm 0071 OAOGOAT O (1 OOAETT A
-A#1 17180 TAIi As (A O1T T E 1 O0ated 17&MAThEtArdellivks 1T A
lease was also known as a perpetuity lease and gave the McCool family a sense of
security rarely granted to Irish tenants. A marker stone with the family initials and the

date 1735 was uncovered at the McCool homestead in Tahead. | suggest there is a
connection between the perpetuity lease of the 1734 and the stone marker of 1735. At
some stage it appears that the McCool homestead was extended and a second home built
perhaps for a son. It seems likely that the marker was carved tommemorate this
significant family event that was made possible by the taking on such a valuable lease.

1735 marker stone

‘.
|

»

LEASE OF 1734 TRANSCRIBED FROM THE ORIGINAL IN THE REGISTRY OF DEEDS IN DUBLIN
Original Lease for Toberhead 734 East Quarter Division 103 acres; 1r 20p arable &
51 acres boggy

Registry of Deeds Volume 176 page 49 memorial number 116751

Conolly to Beaton & ors

Registered 17 day April 1755

Lease dated 28 March 1734

Rt Hon Wm Conolly, Dublin of the one part & Samuel Beaton, Hugh Beatarchibald
McCowl & Daniel Backhouse in the proportion of Vintners East Quarter Division 103
acres; 1r 20p arable & pasture and 51 acres, 2r, 16p boggatural lives and lives of
Archibald McCowl eldest son of John McCowl of Toberhead ; John Backhouse, son
of said Daniel Backhous¥®& John McCracken son of Robert McCracken of Grange
said proportion: £14 annual rent; renewal of life £7.

Witnesses- Marcus McCausland, Deasey [Daisy] Hill, L'Derry & Geo Tiney, Dublin,
Gent

Signed in presence of and sealedVlarcus McCausland & James Marley 7 Sept 1754

178 The Backhouse family were another early Quaker family ifioberhead.
19 AT EAT " AAEEI OOA60 xEZA 3AOAE -A#111 xAO AlT1T OEAO
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Careful analysis of this lease indicates that it identifies three generations of
McCools.

The lease was devised to Archibald McCool in 1734 take this Archibald McCool to be
the eldest son of John McCool senior deceased before 175%.

In the 1734 lease a John McCool is named as the father of Archibald McCool, a life

inserted in the leasel8!

| take this John McCool named in the lease to be the son of Archibald McCool of the 1734

lease and the 1740 Protestant Householders survey. It will be noted that Archibald

McCool, the life in the lease, was described as the eldest son of John McCool, and |

suspect he was just a child at the time of the lease in 1734. So the Archibald McCool life

Ei OEA 1 AAOA xAO COATAOIT 1 /&£ ' OAEEARRI A - A#111

Line of descent for the McCools who remained in Toberhead:

John McCool progenitor of the Toberhead family deceased by 1721 had issue:
Archibald McCool (1734 lease & 1740 survey) who had issue:

John McCool (named in 1734 lease) and he had issue

Archibald McCool (eldest son of John McCool and the life in the lease of 1734).

Ancestor tree of Archibald McCool life in the lease of 1734

Ancestors of Archibald McCool

d: Abt.1719in Toberhea

John McCool |

Archibald McCool
b: Bet.1680-1685in Toberheal
d: Aft. 1740 in Toberhead

4[: Unknown spouse :|
John McCool
b: Abt. 1710

Archibald McCool
b:Bef.1733in Toberhea
m: Abt. 1760

d: in Toberhead

180 Archibald McCool is mentioned in the book of sufferings for 1706 and is also listed in the

pxtm 00T OAOOAT O ET OOAEI 1 AAOOE OOOOAU A1 O - ACEAOA DA
181 The John McCool mentioned in the 1734 lease cannot be John McCool junior son of John

McCool senior, as he had emigrated to Delaware in USA well before this deed was drawn up

182 Archibald McCool the life in the lease is mentioned in later leases, rentals, registered deeds

concerning the Toberhead farm.
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This line of descent makes sense in light of the available evidence and subsequent family
history. The McCools of Toberheadppear to have been one homogeneous family so we

are not talking about large numbers!&3

Evidence for Archibald McCool (mentioned as a life in lease of 1734)

It seems likely that the Archibald McCool mentioned in the deed as eldest son of John
McCool was a child in the 1734 lease. Sometimes ages are given in the lease but not in
this occasion. Confirmation that Archibald McCool was probably a child in 1734 is
confirmed from Quaker records as he was married in 1760. He is mentioned as an active
Quaker inToberhead in 1758 and 1759. But in 1760 he was disowned from the body of
Quakers for marrying a nonQuaker.

-ETO00A0 T &£# A TAT380 1T AAOGET ¢ EAT A AO -1 O0OCAT 7EI O
1758.184
Toberhead members- Archibald McCooll

Book of Sufferings, 1759%°
Maghera parish:Archibald McCoole had taken from him for thythes by John Hagan by
the taker under Thomas Bernard priest of the parish of Maghera 12 stooks of oats with
some hay worth 7shillings.

Quaker Minutes 1760

This meeting being informed that Edward Backhousérchd McCool and Olive Wilson

otherwise McCaghy have joyned in marriage with persons not professing with us: John

McMunn & Morgan Willson are desired to draw suitable testimonys against their

OOAT OCOAOOET T O AT A AOET ¢ OEAI OI OEA TA@O i1A1S6
Quaker discipline/removals &7

WhereasArchibald McCool was educated in the profession of people called Quakers &

did sometime frequent our religious meetings but for want of a faithful adherence to the

Dictates of that Devine Principle which was sufficient to have preserved hath been

prevailed on to suffer himself to be joined in marriage by a Priest to a Woman of a

different profession, we do thereby Disown the said Archibald McCool to be of our

society untill he come to witness that Godly sorrow which worketh true repentance

which that the Lord may Mercifully grant him is our sincere desire. Given forth at a

i AT80 1 AAOGET ¢ EAIT A ET 1''100EI UA ¢xOE 1T &£ UA xOE

Commentary:

Archibald McCool was married circa. 1760. He was married to a woman from a different
denomination and this was sufficient for his expulin from the Society of Friendgss

The Quaker meeting at Toberhead was struggling to survive by the late eighteenth
century and by 1796 ceaed to existi8?

183 Considering that most of the early family emigrated

184 MIC16/43, 1758-1760

185 MIC16/6 Q5/3 1748-1809 Ulster Province/Quarterly meetings

186 MIC16/43

187 MIC16/43 p.10

188. 71 00 1 EEAI U 1| AOOEAA AU A 0OAOAUOAOEAT 1T ETEOOAOS8 1
irrespective of denomination. Subsequently the family were attached to Castledawson

Presbyterian Church.

189y T pxwo *T A 3A1T OO0 AAOAOEAAA OEA 471 AAOEAAA 1 AAOET C
cCi OpA1T AT A 1 AAT OO0 T &# *T A 3A1 OO8h puypuvus
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Archibald McCool inherited the family farm and lease. As the life in the lease of 1734 he
is mentioned in the lease book for the estate.

Quaker record of disownment for Archibald McCool 1780

Moving forward in time to the tithes book of 1827 this reveals that the family farm was
in the possession of John McCool and Archibald McCool junior. Divided into 2 lots of 10
acres 2 rood numbered 1452 and 1453 respectively in the Maghera tithe bodk*

190 MIC16/43 p.10
191 FIN/5/AI212
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‘a2

I have concluded that John & Archibald were brothers (and children of Archibald McCool

senior who was married c. 1760) given that they were contemporaries and in
possession of the McCool land, which was in effect one contiguous farm. Evidence

uncoveredinOEA 6 ET OT AOOGG " Al 1 AGCEU AOOAOA AOAEEOA 00

examination of the rental for 1779 contains information about the lives in the perpetuity
lease.

Rental of Vintners' estate with leases recited (1779)%?
Tubberhead
Page 762: Samuel Beaton & co part of Tubberhead containing 1020
arable/pasture and 50-1-16 bog from Nov 1733 for lives renewable forever: Renewe
to Kennedy Henderson & ors 177%or lives of Archibald McCool, Archibald McCool
* @& Qohn Henderson.

The rental confirmed that Archibald McCool named as a life in the 1733 lease was still
alive in 1779 and indeed had a son Archibald McCool, junior. It is the latter we find in
the tithes book for Toberhead in 1827, which was also the year of his deat?

Additional information on the family was uncovered in the valuable Bellaghy lease book.

The McCools and allied farmers were fortunate to hold a valuable perpetuity lease that

AT AAT AA OEAI O1 OOOOEOA OEA OEAEOOEOOAAO

estate. The McCools would have been considered strong farmers. By comparison ynan
of the local tenants in the area would have struggled to make a subsistence living from
the land as population pressured increased significantly towards the end of the
eighteenth century.

The correspondence between the Bellaghy agent Andrew Spotswood and the proprietor
Thomas Conolly reveal the conditions that the tenants at the end of the eighteenth
century. The letters shed a shaft of light into this period of history. Spotswood wrote to
Conolly in [?] about the problems with collecting the November rent due to scarcity of
i T 1 Abave béen using my utmost endeavours to bring in the November rents and assure

i £ OE

uir © 3EOh xEAT ) EAOA EI Bi O AAA OEA OAT AT 608 AA

for want of purchasers, and little or no money given for cloth or yarn so gre#hésdistress
of thispartofthecountry j 4#$d ocwxoefuptq 9%! 2e

The rapid increase in the population of Ireland in the latter half of the eighteenth century

was clearly reflected at regional level in south Derry and is summed up in the comments

I £ T 1A 171 Ahkrk ard sAvérdl @@nfadils the houses of which have been trebled in
the memory of men not very old; the last decade of George Il may be assumed as the point

192 p1062/1/2

193 He had a son Archibald McCool junior, which causes some confusion as we have three
contiguous generations named Archibald.
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whence it began to start towards its present dendtys ! OECI EAZEAAT O bl 00t
dependent on the potato crop for survival.

The late eighteenth century was a time of distress for many due to crop failure an this led

to distressful years in 17821783 and 17991800 with the potato always the culprit. Bad

harvests led to rent crises and the frustrations of the Bellaghy landgentare prevalent in

EEO 1 AOOAOO O1 OEA 1 Al Al 1 thefatetandivéni badharvedtd A ET  p X
make the rents come in more tardy than us@aB 4 EA D-A8DE Wwad pagicularly

A A Aelv of he Roman Catholic tenants, if any, are abldite down to the rents granted in

1734. The farms each man occupies is so small it is impossible for them to be rich and it is by

linen manufacture that they all livé1®

Although the spinning and weaving of linen was important in County Derry, the south of

the county was not a major area of production. Only a dozen or so families are listed in
Maghera parish flax premium returns for 1796. There were 4 corn mills on the Vidi A OO0 8
proportion and tenants were tied to a particular mill, a usual condition of the lease
contract.

[T *O01T A w puynn * 1 Enkver2PériénCed suthMlistresd hs@hk pedple are

in general in, and assure you there are very few on your estate have their bread unbought

and you will not be surprised at it when | can with truth inform you there are but four who

live on your estate hae above 50 acres of land in their own occupation, and not twenty who

I AAOPU ot AAOAO AT A OEA CAT AOAT AOAOACA 1T &£ OEE
registered 234 freeholders on this estate in May 1796 above 25 are since dead or gone to

AmeE AAh A OAOU #Z£Ax OOAUAA AO EI i1 A8 O-100 1T £ U
lives to would not take the oath prescribed by the law to enable them to vote, but many came

in when they heard you were anxious for Colonel Stewart and offered to takedties and

I am in hopes | will get all Catholics to register votes in July 6e®t

I 1T AOOAO T £ pw -AU pymnp Othediceddl@iCiressafbe OAT A CI 11
people by the total failure of the potato crdp AT A thd\eStAt&i$ so thickly inhabited

and so many here have joined in a lease and the dreadful distresses at least 5 out of every 8

have suffered for 18 months past that it has rendered many bankrupts and numbers

obliged to sell parts of their farms, many thvehole, to keep them and their families from

starving. 19 The average farm at this time was only 7 acres.

The McCool family survived these regional difficultiedt is fortunate that a lease book is
extant giving details of the ages of lives in the perpetuity leases on the Bellaghy estate
over a significant period of time as we can see from a transcript of the document below:

194 TCcD/3980/1361 5 July 1800
195 TCD/3980/1350
196 TCD/3980/1396
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Bellaghy lease book detail$®’
Original lease dated 28 March 1734 from William Conolly to Samuel Beaton,
Archibald McCowl & Daniel Backhouse containing 103-2 arable and pasture and
50-1-15 bog. Year rent and fees £14-0 for the lives of Archibald McCowl , John
Backhouse & John McCrackin. Additional rent £5 in case of alienation.

First rent dated 10 Oct 1779 (notg OEE O | AAT O OAT Ax Al 1T &
From Thomas Conolly to Kennedy Henderson, Hugh Beaton, Joseph Courtenay,

Edward Backhouse &Archibald McCool . Life deceased John Backhouse. Life insertg
John Kennedy son of Kennedy Henderson aged 14 ye&t3.

Lives therein being Archibald McCool (one of the lives in the original lease

AT ARGO O11 1T &£ OGAEA | AEEAAT A - A#1T1T1 OA
whose life was inserted by virtue of a power of attorney as recited in this rent in

the room of John McCracken & John son of Kennedy Henderson of C:Dawson.

Is there a new rent?-- | do not see oneArchibald McCool senior died in August
1827 (and the life of Robert Peel Dawson eldest son of George Robert Dawson has
been nominated in his stead). The lives then would be John Henderson of
CastledawsonArchibald McCool junior & Robert Peel Dawson.

Archibald McCool jun died in Oct 1828
John Henderson died 20 May 1832
The details in the Bellaghy leasbook addssignificantly to our knowledge of the family
as it mentions Archibald McCool senior who died 1827 and Archibald McCool junior
who died 1828. | was fortunate to uncover a copy of the will of Archibald McCool senior
in the Morton Family Papers. His wife waSarah Backhouse the daughter of Edward
Backhouse of Toberhead.

Will of Archibald McCool dated 27 July 1827°
In the name of God, Amen

| Archibald McCool Senior of Toberhead in the county of Londonderry.

| will that my body be buried in a decent but not expensive manner

My will is that after my death my family shall not seperate during their mother's life
Mention of son Samuel providing bed and bedding for family members upon death o
their mother or upon marriage whichever should come first.

They being otherwise provided for by the last will of the late Edward Backhouse thei
grandfather

To my son Samuel McCool | do give and deliver all my lands and real property in
Toberheadaforesaid and to his heirs male or female forever together with all my
personal and chattle property of what kind forever subject nevertheless to bequests
to his sisters aforesaid and to the payment of all my just debts.

197 D1062/1/5 p. 80

198 Henderson of Broagh, Castledawson: Kennedy Henderson married Ann Mauleverer in July
1759 (D313/1). Lease of Broagh nea€astledawson 1762 (LPC/326) and was listed in 1766
religious returns for Magherafelt parish, dissenter. Around 1771 he was running a bleachyard at
Broagh. Kennedy Henderson was still alive in 1796 as he was a Burgess of Newtownlimavady
Corporation (D663/27). His son John Henderson (c175%832) was a life in the Toberhead lease.

199 D4480/1/1 (spelling as in the original document).
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And in case my son Samuel die without lawful heirs then in that case | give my lands
to Mr James Mawhinney at present of Coran, Innkeeper in trust for the purpose
hereafter mentioned that is to say to sell and dispose of my lands aforesaid and the
money &proceeds arising therefrom to be divided between my daughters and thier
heirs share and share alike:

| appoint Mr Francis Morton of Ballynogher & James Anderson of Toberhead my
executors

27 day of July 1827
Archibald McCool

Signature of Archibald McCool senior from the will of 1827

In additon) OT AT OAOAA AT AAAEOQEI T Al OOAT OAOCEDPO 1 £ !
been filed with the Inland Revenue (these transcripts survived destruction as they were

not housed in the Public Record Office in Dublin). Microfilm copies are available in the

National Archives, Dublin. In this transcript a different date of death is recorded for

Archibald McCool senior than in the Bellaghy leasieook, nevertheless both sources

confirmed that he died in the year 1827.

Transcription of will of Archibald McCool Inland Reventf¥
Will transcript Derry Diocese of Archibald McCool 1837 [4/236/29]

Archibald McCool of Toberhead Co Derry died 27 October 1827 ; will dated 21
July 1827 In Trust of Jas Mawhinney of Curran, Innkeeper. ExerBrancis Morton,
Ballynocker & Jas Anderson, Toberhead, PT Castledawson; proved Con Court of D¢
April 1837.

11T OAOOAOT 0O 1 AT AOTOAAT AOGOAOGAT 3EIO
testators daughters & heirs

In his will of 1827 Archibald McCool sets the farm and land to his son Samuel McCool.
Mentions daughters unnamed. Archibald McCool styled himself 'senior’ in his will of
1827. Son Archibald McCool junior is not mentioned in the will so it is possible thae
was already provided for or possibly he was already ill as he died the following year
(Oct 1828).

We are presented with three generations named Archibald McCool outlined in the tree
below for reference purposes.

200 National Archives Ireland IWR/1837/F/249
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Archibald McCool life in lease of 1734

1. Arc:‘hlba]d McCool Archibald Edward
mentioned as eldest McCool Backhouse
son of John McCool c1733 c1730 - 1799
in the 1734 lease.

I_l I—|
2. Archibald
2. Archibald McCool Archibald Sarah
junior life in lease McCool Backhouse
Df. 17:'?9. [I.lled 1827 =1761.1827 c1761-1840
will ‘Archibald —— B
McCool’ senior. ‘ I I
3. Lease book states Archibald
Archibald McCool MLl
junior_died 1828. ]

The will of Archibald McCool offoberhead was not probated in Derry Diocese until
1837. It seems likely that the delay was predicated by a legal wrangle, possibly caused
by the premature death of Samuel McCool who was mentioned in his father's will

1827 2%11t seems likely that Samuel McCool died without lawful issue as the will of
Archibald McCool senior stated:

And in case my son Samuel die without lawful heirs then in that case | give my lands
to Mr James Mawhinney at present of Coran Innkeeper in trust for the purpose
hereafter mentioned that is to say to sell and dispose of my lands aforesaid and the
money & proceeds arising therefrom to be divided between my daughters and their
heirs share and share alike :

Subsequent research proved that Archie McCool had at least four daughters who
married local men. Two daughters Jane and Anne married two McMaster brothers,
Robert and Hugh respectively. Another daughter Peggy McCool married Robert Stone
and another Elizabeth was married to John McNiece. Concerning the latter, Elizabeth
McNiece formerly McCool was widowed around 1831 and in 1834 remarried William
Morton in Maghera Church of Ireland. Morton subsequently became embroiled in a legal
dispute over family legacy that he felt he was entitled to as a result of the marriag®

The Morton Family Papers were of immense help in working out the various family
connections in the earlier part of the nineteenth century.

201 This is the only reference we have to Samuel McCool son of Archibald McCool.
202 \We are in one way grateful for this since the legal case has left a valuable documentary trail.
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Toberhead: Griffiths Valuation 1858

married into the McCool family and so the original farm was sullivided over time.

29 a | Hugh M<Master, . | Captain Henderson, ~. House,offices,andland,) 21 2 o0
= b | Thomas Badger. Hugh M*Master, « | House, . N oy —_
23 : }\’iﬂia{x{ g(}:a\nnon. . | Captain Henderson, . | louse,offices,andland,| 5 2 10
A a | John MCoole, > 5 ¢ ITouse,offices, & land,
24 a4~ & | Robert Al‘Alaster, } 'il.ﬂbog ig,“?‘n ord’i,? ol [ House, ollice,’& 1:.::3, A28 230
{ = {Archibald M'Neese, b| PN Bl I Tang" "
- ni < | Hugh MMuster, || ipo, o™ el ivand, . o 2 115
—- | Robert Stone, J IO & i Tand, : P |
A ¢ { Unoccupied, . . | Archibald M*Neese, .| House, . S 2 —_
- d | Wilitam M'Coole. . | John M:Coole, . . | House, . . ‘ —_
n a ! Patrick M‘Ilwee, & Same, 2 . | House, . v a —_
a5 Al . I6 3 35
- 1 Hugh A*Master, Earl of Strafford, Sir ¢ { Land, s w —
$ ~ | Robert M‘Master, RobertBateson, Bt., }| Land, : —_—
54 a [ Robert Stone, and Lady Louisa“}| House, office, & Jand, —_
b a2 | Archibald MNeese, T'rench, . House and land, —_
- B 5 120
k- cl . \ 1 395
'O AAI AA OAAI AEOI | OEA ' OEEAZAZEOEO8 OAO

0

o

The following is the descendant tree of Archibald McCool and his wife Sarah Backhouse.
The male line in this family died out but female lines intermarried with Toberhead
families of McNiece, Stone and McMaster and their descendants still reside in the area

today.
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- L

Descendants of Archibald McCool

Archibald Sarah
McCool Backhouse
1761 - 1827 1761 -1840

|

John

McNeice
1791 -1831

I

Elizabeth

I  McCool
1792 - 1874

I

William
Morton
1807 - 1874

[

Samuel
I McCool

[

Jane

I McCool
1800 - 1864

Robert

McMaster
1798 - 1886

[

Ann

I  McCool
1807 - 1869

Hugh
McMaster
1802 - 1887

[

Peggy
I  McCool
1808 - 1849

Robert

Stone
1801 - 1885

e
Archibald

{ McCool
-1828

|
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The male McCool line through Archibald McCool and Sarah Backhouse died out. The
remaining McCools in Toberhead descend from John McCool (17Z865) whom we
find listed in the 1827 tithes book and 1858 Griffiths valuation in Toberhead.

An interesting visitation took place in Toberhead in 1835 by the Quaker Joshua Evans

x ET  x Ol OA FrenEGdlerdirie Av@passed through several towns to a meeting inn
Toberhead where there is no person in membership wittbussome of the descendants

of Friends reside there. | thought they resembled the lost sheep of the house of Israel and

we laboured earnestly for their help, though the prospect appears glodtgy

No doubt John McCool was one of the persons spoken about in the diehave already
mentioned that this John McCool was most likely the brother of Archibald McCool who
married Sarah Backhouse. | suspect that John McCool married someone by the name of
Hammond since he hamed one son Samuel Hammond McCool (and Hammonds resided
in the area). It is through John McCool that the surname of McCool was still resident in
Toberhead by the time of the 1901 census. It seems that John McCool took possession of
the perpetuity leasebut | have not been able to find a copy of the document. Other
evidence suggests that he held the perpetuity lease. He was listed as a £10 freeholder in
1839, which gave him the right to vot&®*He appears posthumously in the volume

O, ATAT xT AOO T £ ) OAT AT A8 puyuxoe xER&wlA ET 1 AET C 1 A
appears to have been probated

LOCATION OF MCCOOL FARM TOBERHEAD

-A#/1 ], %63 15! 24 %2

’:\\/.. s o ﬁ_lé’ | ,\’ ) : v /‘j\ ) ﬁ‘:\

203 Friends Miscellany Volume 6Joshua Evans, published by J Richards, 18&@%erring to Phebe

3DAAEI AT80O O1T UACA O wici ATA AT A )OAIT ATA A8 pxwoes8
204 D834/1 no 172: John McCool £10 freeholder.

205 His estate matters had still not been settled from the time of his death in 1865 hence the

DPEOAOA OOADOAOAT OAOGEOAOSG 1 A& *TET -A#i11 EAA AAAT EI
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McCool farm at the time of Griffiths valuation (1858)
\ R ’ \ A ' ’

N @

\ P58 BC P A\ :
Griffiths valuation books and the accompanying maps are revealing as they show that
John McCoole shared a farm of land with Robert McMaster of some 28 acres, 2 rood, 30
perch. Lot 24 shows the related families of McMaster, McNiece, and Stone all of whom
married daughters of Archibald McCool (died 1827) of Toberhead. Descendants still
farm the land today.

The numbers in the map correspond to those in the Griffiths valuation volume.
A a |John MCoole, V| Eand of Steaflo rl, Sir[ lloum.omcus;&lnnd,].

2 A~ i B Robert M‘Mns'ter. Tiobt. Bateson, Bt House, oflice, & land, | 28 2 30
§ = "1Archibald Al*Neese, md Lady Lowsatidends o . |
- nvt = - | Hugh M-Master, Tenc 1 Lana, . 2115

Tand, . J

Archibald M:Xeese, . | House, .

John M:Coole, . . | House, . i
Same, y .| liouse, . " .

a ¢ | Unoeccupied, .
- d | Wiliiam M*Coole.
na i Patrick M<Ilwee,

—- | Robert Stone, !

Y .

John McCool resided 24Aa, which | have marked on the map (Robert McMaster resided

at b.). I believe his son Archibald McCool may have resided with his father John McCool

on the family farm?2°¢

McCool homesteadThe house on the hill

206 Archibald McCool was a bachelor.
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William McCoolresided at 24Ad, whichl have also marked on the mag’

07«7 ET - A#111060 Oi138
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